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MAINSHEET 

Port Arthur Yacht Club 
*** Annual Election Issue *** 

          

  October 2017  

5-8 R Harvest Moon Regatta (Galveston) TBA 

7 R/C 3rd Moonlight Race/Cruise 1800 

10 M General & Board Meeting 1900 

14-15 C/S Texas Renaissance Festival Land Cruise TBA 

21 R Island Cup Regatta 1000 

28 C/S Garrison’s Ridge Cruise/Crawfish Boil TBA 

  November 2017  

4 R Single Hand Race 1000 

11 C/S Redfish Tournament 0900 

14 M/S General & Board Meeting 1800 
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  Thanksgiving Eatin’ Meetin’  

 

 

 

COMMODORE'S CORNER:   

 

During the September board meeting I was asked to look into the status of The Boatyard. I 
contacted Karey Amick, PAYC  member, owner of The Boatyard, B&H Enterprises, LLC. Karey 
stated that The Boatyard is currently unable to pull any boats. However, they are hoping as 
soon as November to be able to pull boats less than 30 ft.  Currently they are “open and able” 
to do mechanical or most boat work while the boat is in the water.  Regarding the status of 
rebuilding The Boatyard’s bulkhead, the city of Port Arthur has the money and is starting the 
process. It is anticipated that a previous proposal will be approved and bids forthcoming.  
Hopefully, we will see progress towards a fully operational boatyard with an excellent boat lift 
in the near future. 
 
In an effort to improve membership services the membership committee is creating a new 
member packet to include, a welcome letter, copies of the By-laws, operating procedures, 
PAYC calendar and a membership roster.  We would like for the membership roster to include 
name, email and phone numbers of members.  If you prefer that some or all of your 
information not be included on the roster, please email Commodore@payc.us, and indicate 
which information you would like to remain private.  Please remember that as a private club 
your information is not available to the general public and will not be released to anyone 
except members. 
 
Sailors Regards, 
Greg Lynd, Commodore 

 

Election Details 

Our annual elections of all officers, directors, and honorary awards are coming up in 
November.    Please direct your nominations for all elections to Chuck Devenzio.  The criteria 
for our club awards follows: 

mailto:Commodore@payc.us
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Novice of the Year Criteria:   
Is a new sailor (less than one year as a member of PAYC)  Shows a willingness to 
accept responsibilities in promoting club activities and demonstrates improved 
sailing abilities through participation in major and minor sailing activities both in 
the lake and surrounding waters. 
   
John Ardoin ‐ Yachtsman of the Year Award:  
Conferred annually by the Port Arthur Yacht Club to a member in good standing 
who embodies the Corinthian spirit both on and off the water.  The recipient will 
be an individual who displays honor, integrity, sportsmanship, generosity, 
courtesy, seamanship, and a love and respect of yachting and the sea, as 
recognized by his peers.  

 
John Blair Memorial Criteria:   
Provides outstanding service to the club.   

 
Skipper of the Year ‐ Vic Scalco Memorial Criteria:   
Participates in a majority of club activities, demonstrates racing skills and abilities 
by placing well in a fleet or class and displays sportsmanship and a positive 
Competitive attitude. 
   
Racing Crewperson of the Year Criteria:   
Crews in many races either as a crew person on their boat or as a “fill in” on 
Another boat; demonstrates ability and skills in handling sails in various weather 
conditions; exhibits a positive attitude toward the skipper and crews of other 
boats; demonstrates an ability to withstand the harsh atmosphere of a racing 
boat; is willing to return time and again to develop winning skills required by a 
winning crew on a winning boat.   

 
Cruiser of the Year – Chilton O’Brien Memorial Criteria:   
Participates actively in the cruising program of PAYC; promotes PAYC not only in  
the club but in other ports as well; and is recognized as a sailor. 
   
Cruising Crewperson of the Year Criteria:   
Participates actively in the cruising program of PAYC; exhibits a positive attitude  
toward the skipper; is recognized as promoting PAYC not only in the club but in 
other ports as well.  
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Tell-Tales 

 Delivery of Le Bateau A’ Voile 
 
In October 2015, Kelvin and Ginny sold their 40-foot Irwin, Le Bateau A' Voile, to a gentleman 
in Corpus Christi. Part of the deal was to deliver it from Port Arthur to Corpus Christi. Kelvin 
graciously asked Butch and me to crew.  I jumped at the opportunity.  I've made many trips in 
the Gulf but never overnight, much less a two-day, two-night trip.  I took this as an 
opportunity to gain experience and knowledge from two old salts with a ton of experience. 
 
In viewing weather predictions, my concern was that we would be motoring the 240 mile trip, 
because of a lack of wind.  I was half-wrong.  The second half. 
 
We left Thursday near noon.  By 2:30 pm, we were out of the marina channel on our way to 
Sabine Pass.  That’s right, 2½ hours to go a few hundred yards.  You see, the Irwin has a 6'3" 

draft but the channel is only about 5 feet, at low tide, in the 
shallowest area.  We found it.... at low tide.  At this point we were 
thinking we might have to pull into Galveston or even Sabine Pass 
to re-provision.  We had not eaten yet but when you're stuck in 
the mud awaiting a rising tide, the best thing to do is indulge in 
liquid refreshment; thus, the shortage. 

 
We made it through Sabine Lake and cleared the Sabine Pass jetty at approximately 8:30 pm. 
 It was a beautiful night with light winds.  The sky was clear and I was reminded that stars 
exist. Our greatest concern was of unlit, abandoned oil rigs.   I've heard they exist but had 
doubts until Kelvin pointed one out, as I was taking my shift at the wheel.  It definitely put me 
on high alert and made me a more attentive helmsman.  
 
The only other faux pas that night was at change of watch. (Names have been changed to 
protect the innocent.) When crewman Curly handed the autopilot controller to crewman 
Larry, Curly accidentally hit the off button. While recovering, we unknowingly jibed the boat. 
 We checked the GPS to assure we were still following the rhumb line and after a few small 
adjustments we were right on it. During this series of events, Moe (Kelvin) was slightly tossed 
down below and came out to see what was happening.  After noticing the boat was heeling 
differently and the wind coming from the opposite direction, he observed the GPS to reveal 
that though we were on the rhumb line, we were 180 degrees off... heading back to Port 

 
Sunset over Sabine Pass 
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Arthur.  No harm was done except for a couple of bruised egos and maybe a stretched ear. 
 
Offshore Galveston was spectacular.  Of course you could see beautifully lit Galveston, but the 

offshore sight was more amazing.  I couldn't begin to estimate the 
number of tankers and other ships moored awaiting their turn to 
enter the great Houston ship channel.  It reminded me of a large 
city, each ship being its own city block.  It was a little unnerving 
sailing between the large anchored monsters but all was good. 
 

 
The remainder of the night was peaceful and beautiful, as was the next morning only to be 
improved with hot coffee.  Later that morning the wind began to increase.  It steadily 
increased to 20 knots lasting throughout the remainder of the day and night.  It made for a 
very fast but uncomfortable downwind run.  Once, while attempting to furl the genoa, it 
became twisted when crewmen Larry and Curly worked out of tandem. Curly was furling and 
Larry providing resistance to the sheet, to prevent it from back-
furling. That mistake put Larry and Moe on deck for a while until 
corrected. Not so much fun in 7 to 8 foot seas with winds at 20 
knots. No further details will be divulged.  Further entertainment 
was provided by Butch flying off his bunk during the night.  He 
handled it well and was re-bunked after 15 or 20 minutes. 
 
Ship channels should be more concerned about visitors entering... for the first time... in the 
dark… especially of the slapstick natured variety. Though our time of arrival was well planned 
for 8 am, we did not anticipate averaging over 7 knots per hour, during 200 offshore miles; 
thus, arriving at 4 am. Upon arrival what we saw were green lights, red lights, white lights, and 
many of those blinking. After lowering the mainsail, accidentally and closely circling an 
anchored ship, and killing time awaiting daylight, we decided to go for it in the dark. Kelvin and 
I pretty much compromised, each with our separate digital charts and finally made it into the 
Aransas Pass Channel. 
 
By the way, thanks Chuck!  We put your awesome binoculars to good use.  Upon entering the 
Corpus Christi Marina, with our near-sighted conditions, we couldn't read the slip numbers 
without them, though only about 30 feet away. Your binoculars saved the day.  
 
And thank you to the Corpus Christi Yacht club who honored our PAYC reciprocal rights, by 
housing us and providing coffee while awaiting our ride home. 
 

 
Offshore Galveston 

 
                       With a cup of coffee 
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Sadly Le Bateau A’ Voile was badly damaged and dismasted by Hurricane Harvey in August 
2017; probably to be totaled.  Its future looks grim.   
 
Greg Lynd (Larry) 
 

Social News: 
In the month of October we have a social/land cruise on the 14-15 to The Renaissance Festival 
on Pirate weekend. We will be heading out and setting up camp in the festival campgrounds 
that Friday. If you wish to camp with us let me know and we will try to save space for everyone 
but it is a first come first serve campgrounds. We usually stay somewhere around row 13. Art 
and Annette Lynd and Greg and Ruth Lynd met us last year and it was a great time. If you only 
wish to meet us at the festival we usually meet at the Sea Devil Tavern at a specified time. 
Hope to see you there! 
  
Social Chair, 
Ettie Haley 

Cruising News: 
No Report this month...all of the cruising was to deliver supplies to folks 
dealing with Harvey. 
Racing News: 
Yes, we are still racing. We finished the Sabine Lake Sailing Series with Apache 
Wind winning it in the racing group, followed by Ken Rutty and Richard 
Hughes. Also we are still working the results of the Cruiser Fleet but Ted 
Mahavier may have a slight edge over the Greg and Art Lynd. 

Upcoming races: Oct. 7, Moonlight race skippers meeting 6pm and Oct. 21 
Island Cup skippers meeting 10am. That's it… see you on the water. 

Education 

Oct. 22, 10 am we will hold another Adult sailing class. Cost is $20.00, which 
covers food and drink.  We will sail after lunch, weather permitting. If you have 
paid there will no additional cost; otherwise, you may pay at the door. Have 
your boat ready to sail, we will take her out and show you sail trim and how to 
rig properly. 
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Paul Vera 

409-363-3898 

  

Jr.Sailing / Fleet Management 
The empty, 16 foot, Hobie trailer just south of the containers is in good shape and for sale -- 
talk to Ted if you are interested.  We are still in need of two 3-5 HP outboards to put on the 
back of Happy Daze and the Compac, so let us know if you have one for sale.  Thank you Louis 
Clifton for continuing to scrap out the masts and Paul Vera for helping to strip the last Hobie 
Cat.   Selling these parts through Boater's Resale and scraping out our junk metal brought 
almost $250 dollars over the past two months.   Most of that money was reinvested into 
materials for Happy Daze which is now in the water and ready to sail in the Adult Sailing 
Program.   Ronnie and Songa Gremillion's grandkids came down and had a fun day of Junior 
Sailing on September 23rd.     Keep using the Junior Sailing Fleet -- remember it is there to use 
for any member! 
 
Membership News: 
As promised the membership update is we gained a junior member Garrett Oliver and 
unfortunately lost long time member Mark Domingue.  Garrett is sailing a protégé of Ted 
Mahavier and did some great work on getting out latest club boat Happy Daze ready and in 
the water.  The sad fact is Mark has made a move to the Austin area and isn’t able to keep his 
boat at the Pleasure Island marina for lack of a fully functioning boat yard.  Karey and Ricky do 
some great work but until they can get their bulkhead issues resolved they are limited in their 
capacity to be a full service boat yard. 
 
As for September on the request of Raymond McNeil his membership was resigned in bad 
standing.  Also contact was attempted with Daniel and Tracy Carlson was attempted at their 
email address of record and the reply was that we were contacting the wrong Daniel Carlson.  
Being that the board is aware that the Carlson’s have relocated we made the decision to resign 
them in bad standing as well, with the caveat that if they were to return consideration would 
be given to these facts. 
 
I think a great feature of this new column is that, The Mainsheet has always served as part of 
the official record of PAYC on membership records since the meeting minutes are posted in 
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the publication.  This column can serve as back up to the minutes posted for membership 
record. 
 
One more reminder email and billing statement will be sent to those members who are in 
danger of forfeiting their membership due to the amount of dues in arrears.  The board will be 
taking action on those members in the coming months, remember the next billing goes out in 
January.  Some of our members did contact us to make arrangements or payments and they 
are greatly appreciated.  Our dues are our operating budget and keep the club functioning for 
everyone to enjoy.  Your prompt dues payment is appreciated, billing goes out in January and 
July. 
 
We discussed activating the Membership Committee that is outlined in Article IX Section F 
under Standing Committees.  Once we get that committee lined up we will provide more 
information on that.  We are discussing getting back to new member packets with copies of 
our club bylaws, operating policy, Pleasure Island Marina Rules, maybe a current roster and 
some other information.  The committee would also be tasked with the duties outlined in the 
by-laws, which should be great fun for both the committee members and the new members. 
 
As Always, if you have any questions regarding your membership or any club related matters 
drop an email to vicecommodore@payc.us and I will see what we can do to get your questions 
answered or issues resolved. 
 
Our club calendar can be found here: 
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1dd6052aa6da4c198138ef8457f746fa.pdf 
 
Be sure and check it out for upcoming events. Don’t forget to join our Facebook page too for 
any unscheduled or impromptu get-to-gathers, cruises and more. 
Remember the General Meeting is the second Tuesday of every month at 1900 with the Board 
Meeting following shortly thereafter. We look forward to seeing all of our members at the 
monthly meetings and club functions. 
 
Until next month, I’ll see you on the water, 
 

Mike Wise, Vice-Commodore 
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*** N O T I C E *** 
Junior Sailing has set up an account at Boater’s Resale Shop to better fund our fleet by selling 
off some of the hardware lying around the screen house. If you have PERSONAL property in or 
around the screen house, please remove it or let Ted Mahavier know what is yours so he does 
not sell it!   You can contact Ted regarding this or other Junior Sailing matters via email: 
jrsailing@payc.us  On the other hand, if you have items that you would like to sell via the 
Boaters Resale Shop and DONATE the proceeds to Junior Sailing, just let them know at BRS 
that  the items are for PAYC Junior Sailing or let a Board member know.   
 

Ted Mahavier-Fleet Chair 

 
 Get involved...stay involved… 

 

 It’s your club!!! 
 

mailto:jrsailing@payc.us
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The Selling Sheet 

 
(Email Secretary@payc.us to list/unlist) 

 

Monk 36, the Walkabout   Robin Franklin     409-749-0433 

10’ Mercury inflatable   Butch Spafford    409-239-3182 

Herreshoff 28, Black Pearl                      David Bradley                                            409-201-2601                                                                  

 
 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 
General Meeting 
September 12, 2017 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                                                Art Lynd                            
Greg Lynd, Commodore                                       Randall Collier 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore                                 Ted Mahavier                                                                   
Mike Givens, Treasurer                                            Garrett Oliver 
Louis Clifton, Secretary                                                 
Ettie Haley 
Mark McConnell 
Ken Rutty  
David Bradley  
Craig Bellaire                                                                
Butch Spafford                                                       
Butch Neely 
Paul Vera 
 
GENERAL MEETING 
Commodore Greg Lynd called the meeting to Order at 1902 hours. 
Ted Mahavier made motion to accept the minutes as posted in the Mainsheet from the June 
General Meeting. Art Lynd seconded, motion passed without objection. 
 
TREASURER: Mike Givens: There have been a few responses to the requests for back dues. 

mailto:Secretary@payc.us
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Submitted report; if interested, inquire for details.  
 
HARBORMASTER: Butch Neely: Reported 67 boats in the marina with 48 (72%) being 
members. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Mike Wise: No news. 
 
HOUSE AND GROUNDS: Butch Neely: Gate and Potholes were discussed by Greg to PIC; will be 
addressed in a “few weeks”. 
RACING: Paul Vera: 18 Mile race cancelled due to Hurricane Harvey aftermath. Island Cup 
forthcoming. 
SOCIALS: Ettie Haley: Planning awards banquet. Will be at the PAYC Clubhouse. Will be a 
Jimmy Buffet Theme. Suggestions are welcomed. 
 
CRUISING: Planning overnighter on the hook at Garrisons Ridge. 
 
SAFETY: Beware of developing sinkholes near walkways. City Engineer inspected; has been 
turned over to PIC for repairs. 
 
JR. SAILING: Ted Mahavier: $47.14 collected from scrap. Trailer for sale, made for a 18’ Hobie 
Cat.Last container needs sealing. 
ADULT SAILING: Planning classes for Oct. 22nd. 1000 hrs  to 1400 hrs for the Adult Sailing camp. 
 
SEA SCOUTS: Talks with interested people ongoing. 
 
LAMAR SAILING CLUB: No Report 
 
PIC:  A special meeting was called and a decision was made to meet at the PIC office. They will 
take place on the third Tuesday of the month at 1730 hrs. 
NEW BUSINESS : Nominations for officers to take place by Oct. 1st; Chuck Devenzio to lead 
committee. To be announced at the Oct. General meeting. Commodore wishing to form a 
committee to manage the growing PAYC fleet. Ted Mahavier to manage the Ranger for a year 
and lead the committee as well. Motion made to address possible changes to the By-Laws 
concerning Junior Member Requirements. Garrett Oliver to stay Status Quo until Bylaws can 
be addressed in February. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Slips B-1 thru B-6 are officially and exclusively for PAYC use, as per Pic; these 
will be used by PAYC and Sea Scout Boats. 
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Louis Clifton motioned to adjourn the meeting, Paul Vera seconded.  The motion passed 
without objection and the general meeting ended at 1947 hrs, Sept. 12, 2017. 

 
Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

Board Member's Meeting 
Sept. 12, 2017 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Greg Lynd, Commodore                                 Ken Rutty 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore                         Russ Myers 
Mike Givens, Treasurer                                    Chuck Devenzio 
Louis Clifton, Secretary                                    Ken Ruddy
Craig Bellaire       
 
 
Commodore Greg Lynd called the meeting to Order at 1902 hours. 
Ted Mahavier made motion to accept the minutes as posted in the Mainsheet from the July 
Board Member's Meeting. Chuck Devenzio seconded, motion passed without objection. 
 
REPORTS:  
TREASURER: Carryover 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Mike Wise: Request to Liveaboard by Mark McConnell Oct 1st pending 
inspection. Unanimous voted Aye. Emails were sent to members in arrears. Linda Colter, Dr. 
Mike, Ray McNeil, Daniel Carlson and Robert Thompson were contacted. Daniel Carlson and 
Ray McNiel dismissed in Bad Standing. 
 
RACING: Paul Vera Carryover  
 
HARBORMASTER: Carryover  
 
HOUSE and GROUNDS:  Carryover 
SOCIALS: Ettie Haley: Carryover  
 
CRUISING: Kelvin Franks : Carryover 
  
SAFETY: Dock lines should be inspected for size and integrity. Especially during Hurricane 
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season. 
 
JUNIOR SAILING: Carryover 
 
SEA SCOUTS:  Carryover  
 
LAMAR SAILING: Carryover  
 
OLD BUSINESS:  No Report  
 
NEW BUSINESS: No Report 
 
 
Ted Mahavier motioned that the meeting adjourn. Mike Givens seconded.  The motion passed 
without objection and the Board Member's meeting concluded at 2039 hours, Sept. 12, 2017 

. 
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2017 PAYC Officers 
Commodore - Greg Lynd  

Vice-Commodore - Mike Wise 
Secretary – Louis Clifton 
Treasurer – Mike Givens 

Board of Directors 
Ken Rutty 

Dennis Gillenwater 
Ted Mahavier 

Butch Spafford 
Russ Myers (Past Commodore) 

Harbormaster – Butch Neely 
Trustees – Lynette Gillenwater(term 1) Chuck Devenzio(term 2) David Bradley(term 3) 

Committee Chairs 
Cruising -  Kelvin Franks 

Racing - Paul Vera 
Socials – Ettie Haley 

House and Grounds - Everyone 
Junior Sailing - Paul Vera/Ted Mahavier 

Membership - Mike Wise 
Clubhouse Reservations – Ettie Haley 

Safety - Everyone 
Mainsheet Editor – Butch Spafford / Webmaster – Mike Wise 

Some photos courtesy Steve Romeis 
 

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things 

that you didn't do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the 

bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your 

sails. Explore. Dream. Discover. 
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