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Commodore’s Corner 
Commodore Russ Myers 
Hello everybody,  

A couple of months ago, I missed recognizing two 
members for their donation toward the purchase of 
the new ceiling fans in the meeting room.  I would 
like to apologize to Greg Lynd and Ruth Hoyle for 
this oversight.  

It was great to see the number of members that 
attended our annual Commodore’s Picnic, and I 
would like to thank everyone who decorated, 
brought food, or helped in the cleanup.  I also want 
to give a special thank you to Songa Gremillion who 
organized everything. The band entertained 
everyone for hours with great music. I heard Art 
Lynd’s dad joined the band and played the 
harmonica along with Art’s sister who is also in the 
band. 

There are several socials scheduled for the month 
of August.  See the August Calendar of Events.  

Marina Update:  The last conversation I had with 
Jimmy Dike was on 22-July when he stated that PIC 
had to submit paperwork to FEMA showing that the 
bid price for the floating docks was still good.  
Jimmy also stated that he felt he would have the 
money in the PIC account in three weeks. When PIC 
receives the money from FEMA, I will be sending an 
email asking members where they would like to 
dock their boats in the new marina.  

Last but not least, Carolyn Worsham does not get 
enough recognition for the great job she has done 
on our Mainsheet.  Again, great job, Carolyn.   

Hope to see you at the scheduled events and out 
on the water!  

2011 Commodore’s Picnic 
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AUGUST CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
August 6 – Beer Tasting and Hot Wings (To be rescheduled) 
August 7, 14, 21 – Olympic Series #1 and Salad Sundays 
August 9 – PAYC General and Board Meetings 
August 20 – Lighthouse Raft-Up 
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PAYC Mainsheet – August 2011 

Welcome Aboard! 
 

Craig and Jackie Belaire, PAYC’s newest 
members are interested in Cruising, Racing, 

Socials, and Junior Sailing. 

Wind is to [the sailor] what money is to life on shore. 
--Sterling Hayden 

 

2011 PAYC Treasure Hunt Wrap-Up 
Art Lynd, Past Commodore 
It was an adventure and a challenge. It was a race 
and an opportunity to test one’s sailing abilities, 
navigational skills with GPS and maps, and team 
work.  It was a social event where veterans and 
novices came together to share what we all have in 
common:  the love for sailing and having fun. 

At this fifth annual PA Y C Sabine Lake Treasure 
Hunt, I counted 13 boats on the water at one time. 
Each boat had 2 to 5 treasure hunters aboard. The 
weather was great, and the winds were plenty – as 
were the stories that were told when all met 
afterward at the clubhouse. 

I'd like to give special thanks to our Commodore 
Russ Myers for doing the leg work this year. Due to 
my work schedule, I only had time to organize and 
do the paper work.  Russ did an excellent job.  Also 
special thanks to our rogue pirate Ricky Richardson 
for holding the key to the treasure chest that 
marked the finish line. 

Sea yawl on the lake, 
Art 

 
Postcard photo from the 1970s 

Contributed by John Ardoin 

Cruising 
Mike Wise 
The heat wave is raging, but at least we have had a 
little reprieve from the drought with some much 
needed rain.  The heat hasn’t stopped anyone from 
enjoying the cloud-free days on the water.  There 
have been lots of boats on the lake sailing and 
enjoying good times. 

As for the scheduled stuff, this month we have a 
Light House Cruise/Raft Up planned for 20-Aug.  
The plan is a day trip to cruise down the ICW to the 
Sabine Pass Lighthouse.  Once there, anchor or raft 
up, maybe do some lunch, spend some time with 
good friends, and possibly hike  up to the 
lighthouse for a closer look.  Then it’s back to 
PAYC for a night of more of the same.  There is a 
great site on the lighthouse at 
http://www.sabinepasslighthouse.org. 

August may be a light cruising month, but we have 
two slated for September.  These are both great 
cruises.  The first one is the 18-mile light 
race/cruise.  It is a long day of sailing but lots of 
fun.  Now that we don’t have to deal with a bridge 
to open it will make the trip a little easier.  If you 
want to get an early start or stop over for the night 
on the return trip, the Sabine Pass Port Authority 
Marina is a great stop.   

I will save details on the other September cruise to 
tell you to get ready for a land cruise in October.  I 
know it’s not quite the same, but trust me it will be 
fun.  October 22-23 is pirate weekend at the Texas 
Renaissance Festival.  We had a small group last 
year and had a great time; hopefully we can get a 
bigger group this year for even more fun.  Check 
out http://www.texrenfest.com  for information on 
tickets, lodging, and more.  

Until next time… 

http://www.sabinepasslighthouse.org/
http://www.texrenfest.com/
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Junior Sailing 
Paul Vera - 409-963-3525 

Close to 300 Optis converged at Houston Yacht 
Club on July 20-24 for the USODA Open  
Championship.  New Zealand’s current national 
champion Leonard Takahashi-Fry was the overall 
2011 USODA Champ. This was a great event for 
HYC, and congratulations go out to them. 

Update on Junior Camp:  Lots of clothes were left.  
They are in the Commodore’s Office.  Bids (or 
maybe they should be called bribes) are being 
taking for kitchen duty.  Pat O’Quinn has had a bid 
as high as $500.00. I could write everybody’s name 
down, but I would be afraid that I would miss 
someone.  Please offer a special thanks to 
members you see wearing an orange camp shirt 
from time to time – those are the members who 
helped with Junior Camp.  

Pram usage is up, meaning we have a fleet of Optis, 
Lasers, and Sunfish that are ready for use.  All of 
the gear and rigging is in the metal storage boxes. 
Please remember to return the gear where you 
found it. Also remember to stay in the basin. 

Flotsam and Jetsam 
Carolyn Worsham  
Roster Updates  – Maintaining an accurate roster 
for PAYC is an ongoing project.  Please complete 
and return the emailed form ASAP.  Thanks! 

America’s Cup Update – The biggest development 
recently in America's Cup racing circles is that 
Italy's Venezia Challenge defaulted on the 
requirements needed to take part in the America's 
Cup World Series and the 34th America's Cup. As a 
result, the team will not be eligible to participate in 
either series.  If you’re interested in following the 
America’s Cup developments from various 
viewpoints, select Forums/AC Anarchy at 
www.sailinganarchy.com.  

The Ultimate Sailing Bootie? – The Sperry Top-Sider 
SON-R Bootie is highly recommended by the sailing 
community.  The secret is in the sole.  The concept 
of raised pads in key areas purportedly 
“sends triggers your brain to let it know 
what you’re feeling.  The result is 
surefootedness, and therefore balance.”  They’re 
lightweight and easy to take on and off.  $70 

Reminder to All – This summer’s sailing accidents 
at an Annapolis junior sailing camp and in the 
Chicago-Mackinac Race are somber reminders that 
The sea is a stern mistress. She demands from her 
sons both vigilance and skill in her service, and for 
the man who fails her the penalty is death. 

Salad Sundays – Watch for details via email, but put 
salad suppers on your calendar for Aug 7, 14, and 
21 (Sundays).  The racers will be returning to the 
marina about 1730 to join others for salads in the 
clubhouse. 

2011 PAYC Treasure Hunt – Congratulations to 
Chuck Devenzio and crew (André Rosales and 
Nishant Krishnan) for successfully delivering the 
treasure chest back to PAYC aboard Bitter End II.  
Art mentioned 13 boats on the lake at one time – I 
thought I counted 21 - but they were too spread 
out to get all in the lens at one time.  Mike Pedigo – 
the youngest aboard Grand Cru at age 60! – 
kayaked to shore in the bayou with GPS in hand 
and retrieved the treasure chest and flag.  After 
sparring with a couple of boats, Bitter End II hailed 
Pirate Ricky as instructed to get the key to the 
chest.  Both Bitter End II and Grand Cru thought the 
game was over and headed for the marina.  In a few 
minutes we learned it had just begun.  Chaos 
prevailed for a time, but eventually the treasure 
chest was opened and the deed of rights was 
signed by all.  Congratulations, Chuck! 

It was good to have Pam and Gary King aboard 
Grand Cru with Bill and me for the first time in a 
long time.  Thanks to Art, Russ, Songa, the weather 
gods, and many others for a fun day. 

http://www.sailinganarchy.com/
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Racing 
Paul Vera - 409-963-3525 

The first Full Moon race was completed as 
scheduled:  Greg Lynd won on his Irwin 34 Citation 
in the cruising fleet while Mike Gill with 1000 
gallons of drinks on board came in second. 

In the racing fleet, the married couples prevailed.   
Ken and Linda Rutty and Rick and Ilene Hughes 
won aboard Lilly White. Following them were Paul 
Vera and Russ Myers.  With wind shifts and no 
tacking, it was a great day to push your boat to see 
what she’d do. All had a great time. 

The June Thursday Night series is over.  A total of 
eleven boats participated. Six entered the Cruiser 
Fleet, and results are as follows:  Steve Romeis 6th, 
Sam Showalter 5th, Ted Mahavier 4th, Chuck 
Devenzio 3rd, Art Lynd 2nd, Greg Lynd 1st. 
Congrats, Greg.  Five competed in the Racing Fleet, 
and results are as follows:  John Ardoin 5th, Ken 
Rutty 4th, Robert Latimer 3rd, Paul Vera 2nd, and 
Russ Myers 1st (and overall).  Good job, Russ. 

Next month we will hold our first Olympic Regatta 
with a three-race series on three consecutive 
Sundays. No throw-outs will be allowed. 

Dates:  Aug 7, 14, 21       Skippers’ Meeting:  1400 

That’s it!  

Race/Cruise Points (as of 27-Jul) 
Top Gun Award – Russ Myers (8), Ken Rutty (14), 
Paul Vera (15), Robert Latimer (29), Martin Novich 
(30), John Ardoin (33) 
Best of the Cruising Fleet – Art Lynd (10), Greg 
Lynd (11), Steve Romeis (17), Chuck Devenzio (18), 
Bob Brammer (18), Mike Gill (24) 
Danny Murphy Award – Russ Myers (37.5), Ken 
Rutty (24), Paul Vera (23.5), Greg Lynd (18), Art 
Lynd (13), Steve Romeis (6), Ted Mahavier (6),  
Robert Latimer  (4.5), Chuck DeVenzio (3), John 
Ardoin (3), Martin Novich (2), Bob Brammer (1.5), 
Mike Gill (0.5) 

Thursday Night Series #5 (Racers) – Ken Rutty (1), 
Paul Vera (2), Russ Myers (3), Robert Latimer (4), 
John Ardoin (5) 
Thursday Night Series #5 (Cruisers) - Ted Mahavier 
(1), Greg Lynd (2), Art Lynd (3), Steve Romeis (4), 
Chuck Devenzio (5) 
Full Moon Race #1 (Racers) – Ken Rutty (1), Paul 
Vera (2), Russ Myers (3) 
Full Moon Race #2 (Cruisers) – Greg Lynd (1), Mike 
Gill (2) 

Light-Air Strategies 
From Sailing World, Jul-Aug 2011, by Dr. Gavin Dagley 
Not all light air situations are created equal.  
Recognizing that and applying the appropriate 
approach for the condition might be a key to 
upwind speed in the light air. 
>>FLOW:  When the wind is all but absent; glassy 
calm; sails sagging or hanging limp 
Focus:  Try to get flow to attach to both sails.  Sails 
are set up flatter, particularly the mainsail; mast 
pre-bent, forestay soft but firm enough not to slop 
around; boat heeled to maintain sail shapes and 
minimize wetted surface; boom and jib clew 
sheeted wide to counteract closed leeches; 
minimum movement on the boat.   
>>NURSE:  The softest of breezes, just enough to 
lift the sails 
Focus:  Maintaining what trail flow is occurring over 
the sails.  Sails still flatter, but boom and jib clew 
sheeted more normally; sheets moving with puffs 
and lulls to maintain enough twist to keep flow; 
sufficient heel and bow-down trim to generate 
slight weather helm; subtle crew movement only 
when sustained changes in pressure occur. 
>>SQUEEZE:  Common light-air mode where 
there’s enough breeze to start to sheet for power 
Focus:  Extracting the maximum power from the 
soft breeze with sails set up deeper; leeches 
tightened and constantly re-adjusted to the edge 
of stall; continual and smooth crew repositioning to 
sail as upright as possible while maintaining 
positive helm. 
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Reminder:  Please send your updated 
roster information as soon as possible! 

Minutes for July 12, 2011 
Board Attendees:  Russ Myers, Paul Vera, Ricky 
Richardson, Art Lynd, Mike Wise, Alan Aldredge, 
Steve Swanson  
Member Attendees:  Bob Brammer,  Carolyn 
Worsham, Chuck Devenzio,  Craig Belaire, Butch 
Neely 

Treasurer’s Report:  (Email secretary@payc.us.)  
Alan Aldredge reported Initiation Billing did not go 
out last quarter and July Billing should correct the 
problem. 

Membership:   Alan Aldredge read a letter of 
resignation from Ryan O’Quinn.  Craig Belaire’s 
application for membership was accepted and 
approved. Craig previously owned a 27’ Catalina 
from 2004-2008 that was taken by Ike. Craig and 
his wife Jackie are interested in Cruising, Racing, 
Socials, and Junior Sailing.  

Harbormaster:  The Commodore will be meeting 
with the PIC Marina Committee to discuss slip sizes 
and arrangement. 

Racing:  Paul Vera stated July is the last series for 
Thursday Night Racing. Sunday afternoon racing is 
scheduled on August 7, 14, and 21 which will 
constitute Olympic Series #1. 

Junior Sailing:  Paul Vera reported there were 19 
kids at Junior Sailing Camp most of which were new 
sailors. There was a lot of help from the 
membership to pull off a good event. 

House & Grounds:   The Commodore stated there 
would be a vote on approving funds for the gate at 
the August meeting. 

Cruising:  Mike Wise announced a Race/Cruise for 
the Full Moon on 16-Jul and a Lighthouse Day 
Cruise on 20-Aug. The Cruising Fleet has had a 
good showing for Thursday Night Races.  
Upcoming events include the Beaumont Riverfront 
Cruise and the Renaissance Festival land cruise. 

Socials:  Songa Gremillion expressed her gratitude 
for the help from membership cleaning up after the 
Commodore’s Picnic. 

Safety:  There is still washout around the hoist.  Be 
careful in that area. 

Old Business:  Ten boats are registered for the 
Treasure Hunt at 1000 on 23-Jul. 

New Business:  After a discussion of renewing the 
Yachting Club of America with the dues at $500 
there was a motion made not  to renew the 
membership this year.  None opposed. 

2011 PAYC Treasure Hunt 
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Name 
Port Arthur Yacht Club, Inc. 
410 Pleasure Island Blvd.  
Port Arthur, TX  77640 

Telephone 
409-356-6253  

Email 
payc@payc.us  

Officers 
Russ Myers, Commodore 

Chuck Devenzio, Rear Commodore 
Paul Vera, Vice Commodore 
Ricky Richardson, Secretary 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 

 

PAYC is on the Web! 

Visit us at: 
http://payc.us 

Motto 
PAYC – The Fun Spot of 

Southeast Texas 

Port Arthur Yacht Club 
410 Pleasure Island Blvd. 
Port Arthur, TX  77640 
 

 Board of Directors:  
Larry Lognion, Mike Wise, Mark Feeney, Steve Swanson, and 

Art Lynd (Past Commodore) 

Trustees:  
Ken Rutty, Bob Brammer, and Carolyn Worsham 

Harbormaster:  
Russ Myers (Acting) 

Mainsheet/Website:  
Carolyn Worsham 

Reserving the PAYC Clubhouse (Members Only): 
Email clubhouse@payc.us or contact a club officer. Visit payc.us for a 

reservation application after the date is cleared. 

Next General/Board Meeting:  
Tuesday, August 9, 2011, 1900, PAYC Clubhouse 

Board Meeting immediately follows the General Meeting. 

Request a PAYC Roster: 
Email roster@payc.us. 

Mainsheet Delivery: 
Email mainsheet@payc.us or contact the PAYC Secretary to move from 

USPO delivery to email delivery or vice versa. 
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