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Commodore’s Corner – Lynette Gillenwater 
Half the year has zoomed by!  Hope you didn’t 
blink or you will have missed it. 

June was our annual Junior Sailing Camp and 
what a camp it was.  We had plenty of 
volunteers, and as always, a great set of 

campers.  We had an unusually high number of new sailors, 
but they really did well by the end of camp.  I will let our 
camp director, Ted Mahavier, say more on that subject. 

Coming up on July 4 we have our annual Fourth of July 
Commodore’s Picnic. We will have lots of yard games, hot 
dogs, and Zummo’s links. Feel free to bring a side or dessert 
and what you would like to drink.  We will have lemonade, 
tea, and Gatorade on hand for all. 

Also coming up in July is the Port Arthur Library Kids Day 
on July 27 (rescheduled from August 24). We will begin at 
9:00 and likely take the kids out right before lunch. Please 
make arrangements to join us for this event as we will need 
all the boats at the ready to take these very deserving kids 
out for a short sail.  It is such a joy for these kids and I 
think we get a lot out of it too. 

On August 10-11 we plan to have the Junior ROTC from 
Beaumont United High School and some Sea Scouts out to 
sail.  Please let me, Paul Vera, or Don Hearn know if you 
will be available to help with this. The ROTC kids are 15-17 
years of age but have no experience sailing. Sea Scouts will 
be spending the night on the grounds, but the ROTC group 
will bring a lunch and head home in the evenings. 

A couple of important announcements I think need to be 
made.  Dennis and I will start traveling next year and we 
will be resigning our positions as Commodore and Board 
Member.  We love this club and certainly have no intentions 
of resigning and I will try to be around as a board 
member/past commodore as often as possible.  But please 
take a moment to think about in what capacity you want to  

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
https://www.payc.us/by-laws-and-policies
https://www.payc.us/application
https://www.payc.us/racing
https://www.payc.us/monthly
https://www.payc.us/club-reservations
https://www.payc.us/club-reservations
https://www.payc.us/
mailto:commodore@payc.us


PAYC Mainsheet  Page 2 

 
 

Commodore’s Corner (continued) 
serve your club.  Let’s get some new blood on the board! 

Judy Walters would also like to take time off as Secretary, so that position will 
also be available next year.   

Consider this an opportunity for you to help lead the club, help make future 
financial decisions, and simply to ‘be in the know.’  Please let me know if you 
have any questions about the positions or would like to throw your name in the 
hat.  I will certainly pass it on to the nominations committee when appointed. 

Also, we are fighting the raccoons again.  If you hear them in the attic, they are 
over the kitchen now.  We are trying to trap them and get them off the 
premises. Thanks, Butch Neely, for your help with this.  

Fair winds, 
Lynette Gillenwater 

Upcoming Events 
July 2019 
    4 (Thursday, 1100) – Commodore’s Picnic 
    9 (Tuesday, 1900) – General and Board Meetings 
    11, 18, 25 (Thursday, 1800) – Thursday Night Series 
    13 (Saturday) – Moonlight Race 
     
August 2019 
    1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (Thursday, 1800) – Adult Sailing Class 
    3 (Saturday, 1000) – Third Sabine Lake Series 
    10 (Saturday, TBD) – Wheelhouse Land Cruise 

    13 (Tuesday, 1900) – General and Board Meetings 
    27 (Saturday, 0900) – PA Library/Family Services Kids Sail Day 
    31 (Saturday, TBA) – 18-Mile Light Race 
 
(The complete recently-updated calendar for 2019 is posted on the PAYC 
website.) 

Cruising – Kelvin Franks 
If you happen to notice on the website calendar that a cruise to Lake Charles is 
scheduled for July, please ignore it!  Our next scheduled cruise is a Land Cruise 
to the Wheelhouse in Port Neches on August 10.  
 

         
 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
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Junior Sailing – Ted Mahavier 
JSC 2020 is behind us!    The kids had a great time, and we received positive 
feedback from many appreciative parents, including: 

Sailing camp was an incredible experience that I will never forget. I had 
so much fun doing everything, even hauling boats out of the water, and 
I'm still amazed by how much I learned in such a short amount of time.     

You did a fabulous job. 

Lillian made a point of explaining to me that 'this card means that you 
can take me down there and I can go sailing this summer!' 

This high praise is a compliment to everyone who contributed.  While I may 
organize it and help Paul Vera keep the fleet floating, I can't do it without 
everyone who makes it possible.   It means even more given that both fleets 
had the largest number of inexperienced sailors ever.  Our all-star, all-
volunteer team this year consisted of Commodorable Lynette Gillenwater 
(photographer, name taker and mini-fish sail repair), Ted Mahavier and Paul 
Vera (fleet flunkies and leads for the Spec Fleet and Redfish Fleet 
irrespectively), Steve Romeis (our high fevered photographer and coach), 
Lisa Romeis (our cheerleader), Kelvin Franks and Ginny Duplin (our 
amazing kitchen staff -- "best food ever"), Judy Walters (kitchen staff, 
gopher and the best Scavenger Hunt ever!), Greg Lynd (knot-tying 
competition and rescue dinghy),  Dennis Gillenwater (tireless dinghy rescue 
crew), Art Lynd (best Treasure Hunt ever), Terry Shipley (loudest spec 
counselor), Ken Rutty (best kayaker), Steve Romeis and Mike Wise (Opti 
coaches, best bando and best napper), John and Ginger Ardoin (grease 
monkey and kitchen), Ettie Haley (tee-shirts, registration and goodie bags), 
Sam Showalter (outboard and rudder repair expert), Donna and Randall 
Collier (donated a TV(!), overnighted in the clubhouse, and made labels for 
everything), Evei Shipley, Austin Mahavier, Caroline Mahavier, Garrett 
Oliver, Matt Jones and Tristen Breaux (our never-tiring counselors).    
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Your Fleet Flunky,  
Ted "my knees hurt" Mahavier 

Membership – David Bradley 
Welcome to Kellye Perez, PAYC’s new member, who has been faithful and 
eager to crew in the racing program. 

Editor’s Note:  David’s report came from off the coast of Maine where he is 
sailing in the Windjammer fleet with his 90-year-old father.  David reported 
that “wooden boats are the rule rather than the exception” in the coastal 
waters of Maine. 

   
 

J/99 Short-handed Offshore Speedster 
What do you do on a beautiful Saturday in June?  You take 
a test sail on the new J/99 in Galveston Bay!  When the 
invitation was extended, Bill Worsham took advantage of 
it.  Described as a 9.9 meter (32.6’) crew-friendly, 
offshore-capable speedster, the J/99 was designed “to 
work as well for short-handed offshore sailing as for week-
end sailing with friends, packing a lot of performance and 
versatility into a manageable size and budget.”  Give Bill a 
few minutes and he’ll describe the experience for you.  In 
spite of the claim of the “manageable budget,” don’t expect 
to see a new one behind the Worsham house.  No one even 

mentions the cost, and if you have to ask…well, you know the end of that! 
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Racing – Russ Myers 
Racing in May was very challenging. We either had too much wind, no wind 
after the rain stopped, or showers forming in the lake. So out of five scheduled 
races we only able to complete two Thursday Night races.  

• Racing fleet preliminary results: First, Paul Vera; Second, Ken Rutty; 
Third, Ted Mahavier 

• Final results: First, Paul Vera; Second, Ken Rutty 
• Cruising fleet results:  First, Art Lynd; Second, Chris Boone; Third, 

Judy Walters 

The Thursday Night series got a lot more competitive in June with Richard 
Hughes now racing his J/24. You really have to be on your toes at the starting 
pin or there will be no room at the pin and you will have to do a 360 to start 
the race.  

• Racing fleet preliminary results: First, Richard Hughes; Second, Paul 
Vera; Third, Ted Mahavier; Fourth, Ken Rutty. 

• Final results: First, Richard Hughes, winning two out of three races; 
Second, Paul Vera second; Third, Ken Rutty. Richard put an end to 
Paul’s TNS wins at six in a row.  

We also had a Sabine Lake series race on June 8 with very shifty winds.  

• Results: First, Ken Rutty; Second, Paul Vera; Third, Bill Worsham; 
Fourth, Richard Hughes. 

We will continue our TNS on July 11, 18, and 25. We also have a Moonlight 
Race on Saturday, July 13. The Second Sabine Lake race was canceled due to 
rain showers heading our way. I will try to reschedule the second Sabine Lake 
race in July. 

Hope to see you on the water - 
Russ Myers, Race Chairperson 

PAYC Meeting Highlights – June 11, 2019 
NOTE:  This is a summary from the minutes of the membership and board 
meetings for the month.  For the complete and official minutes, check the PAYC 
website or contact secretary@payc.us. 

 Members Present:  Lynette Gillenwater, Commodore; David Bradley, Vice 
Commodore, Mike Givens, Treasurer; Judy Walters, Secretary; Donna Collier, 
Chuck Devenzio, Greg Lynd, Mark McConnell, Russ Myers, Dennis Gillenwater, 
Paul Vera, Ted Mahavier, Donald Hearn, Mike Wise, Ettie Haley, Art Lynd, 
Butch Neely, John Otto, John Ardoin, Kelly Perez (Guest) 

 Membership:  Resignations were received from Joe White and Steve 
Brisendine. The Brisendine resignation was accepted in good standing.  The 
membership application from Kellye and David Perez was approved.  Frank 
Inzer must submit his application for membership prior to reconsidering the 

https://www.payc.us/minutes-of-meetings
https://www.payc.us/minutes-of-meetings
mailto:secretary@payc.us?subject=PAYC%20-%20Request%20for%20Meeting%20Minutes
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requested variance. 

 Treasurer:  Mike Givens requested a decision about an expiring CD.  The 
decision was to move the money into a Money Market account.  

 Harbor Master and House and Grounds:  Butch Neely reported there are 
46 PAYC boats and 21 non-member boats in the marina giving PAYC 69% 
usage of the marina.  A hole in the finger pier by Butch Spafford’s boat has 
been reported to PIAB.  Butch spoke with Jeff Sisk about repairing the finger 
pier because it is a concern with JSC coming up.   

 Racing:  There will be no race on June 20 due to JSC.  The Second Sabine 
Lake Race will be Saturday, June 29.  Russ Myers reported the recent race 
results.   

• May Thursday Night Races – First, Paul Vera; Second, Ken Rutty; Third, 
Ted Mahavier; First in Cruiser Class – Art Lynd 

• First June Thursday Night Race – First, Richard Hughes in his new J/24; 
Second, Paul Vera; Third, Ken Rutty; First in Cruiser Class, Art Lynd; 
Second, Chris Boone; Third, Judy Walters 

• First Sabine Lake Series Race – First, Ken Rutty; Second, Paul Vera; 
Third, Bill Worsham; Fourth, Richard Hughes 

 Social:  The July 4th Commodore’s Picnic is approaching.  Lynette, Judy, 
and Kelly will come up with a menu and any games or events. 

 Cruising:  No report. 

 Junior Sailing:  Dennis Gillenwater volunteered to fix the boat ramp at the 
end of “C”.  Greg Lynd and Butch Neely volunteered to lead the knot tying 
competition.    

 Adult Sailing:  Paul Vera reported that classes will begin again in August.  

 Fleet:  Parts are being stripped from the Laser 2 and sold through Boaters 
Resale.  There is a pending sale on the FJ. 

 Sea Scouts:  Ship 1916 came out on Sunday and Richard Evans and Donald 
Hearn took the scouts out on the Spirit of John while David Bradley and Judy 
Walters took the parents out on Cloud 9.  There is potential that PAYC will gain 
Associate and/or Junior Members from the Sea Scout participants and parents.  

 Lamar Sail Club:  No report. 

 PIAB Report:  Russ Myers reported (1) Bill Worsham addressed the 
meeting with a list of issues including erosion, a Logan Park 
repair/update/maintenance plan, sewer treatment on the island, boatyard 
availability and runoff problems, and security. (2) Zumela Escobeba is 
interested on a lease of the golf course clubhouse and was asked to file a 
formal proposal.  (3) Spectrum said they need a small building for the 
equipment and wiring of the pumps.  (4) Cajun Cabins is looking at an erosion 
plan so the buildings will not have to be removed.  (5) Jimmy Dike said the 
Common Salvinia should be gone in a week.  There are no plans to remove it. 



PAYC Mainsheet  Page 7 

 Old Business: 

• Donald Hearn will include Sea Scout information in the JSC mail bags.   
• The Kids Sail Day for the Port Arthur Library has been moved to July 

27. 

  New Business:   

• Judy Walters announced her resignation as PAYC Secretary effective 
December 1, 2019.  She is also resigning from her involvement with the 
Sea Scouts.   

• Paul Vera suggested that racing should be a priority for PAYC and should 
be evident as such in the budget and bylaws. 

• Mike Wise suggested appointing a nominating committee soon due to the 
anticipated changes in leadership for next year. 

Selling Sheet 
Description Name Photo Price Contact 
2000 Pathfinder 
w/1999 Yamaha 
PX 150 and 
trailer 

 

 

$14,999 Craig Bellaire 
409-543-2794 
cbcancnt@yahoo.com  
 

Irwin 32 
Citation 

G’daddy’s 
MAZE 

  Butch Spafford 
409-239-3182 
captboat.td@gmail.com  

  

Education/Trivia/Items of Interest 
The Most Valuable Boating Skill (Boating World, May 2019) 

Knowing how to handle a boat is important, but 
knowing how to handle a medical emergency might 
be the most valuable on-water skill.  When someone 
stops breathing in an urban setting, a phone call to 
911 usually brings a response within 10 minutes.  On 
the water, however, help can be far away and you 
might be the only chance someone has for survival. 

Here’s a crash course:  First, call 911, put the dispatcher on speakerphone, and 
then get to work.  Place a hand on the stricken person’s chest, just below the 
breastbone, and put the other hand on top of the first.  Perform 30 chest 
compressions before delivering 2 breaths of air.  Make sure the compression 
strokes travel about 2 inches.  Humming the song Stayin’ Alive by the BeeGees will 
help you deliver the compressions at the correct pace. 

After 30 compressions, tilt the victim’s chin up, make sure his airway is clear, 
cover the nose and blow twice into the mouth within 10 seconds; look out of the 
corner of your eye to make sure his chest rises.  Repeat the process until he 
breathes on his own or help arrives. 

mailto:cbcancnt@yahoo.com
mailto:captboat.td@gmail.com


PAYC Mainsheet  Page 8 

Reading about the procedure might stay with you for a short while, but doing it 
tends to make it stick.   

Editor’s Note:  CPR Training will be offered at the Southeast Texas 
Foundation Building, 700 North Street, Beaumont, for $40 on Friday, July 
26, from 9a-1p.  This is an excellent opportunity for certification at a 
much-reduced price.  Contact Bruce Walker for more information 
(director@bigthicket.org).  

 
Important Reminders about Life Jackets (Boating World, May 2019) 

• Make sure your life jacket is U. S. Coast Guard-approved. 
• Double-check that your life jacket is appropriate for your 

favorite water activities.  Read the label! 
• Take the time to ensure a proper fit.  A life jacket that is too 

large or too small can cause different situational problems. 
• Check that your life jacket is in good serviceable condition, 

with no tears or holds.  Test to make sure it works properly. 
• If you are boating with children, make sure they are 

wearing properly fitted, child-sized life jackets based on their 
weight.  Life jackets meant for adult-sized people do not work for 

children.  Do not buy a life jacket for your child to “grow into.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:director@bigthicket.org
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