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MAINSHEET 
Port Arthur Yacht Club 

September 2013 
COMMODORE'S CORNER: 
 
Spring Fling 2014 is a fact…for those who don't know what that is, I will fill you in! 
The Texas Mariners Cruising Association (TMCA) has selected Port Arthur/Pleasure 
Island as the destination for their next Spring Fling. It is an annual event that has turned 
into a giant weekend party that makes Contraband Days look like a church social. We 
expect boats from Lake Charles, Orange, Beaumont, and surrounding areas to attend but 
the big fleet will be coming from the Galveston, Kemah, and Houston areas. I fully 
expect over 150 boats to fill the marina from May 16-18, with bands, vendors, and a 
carnival-like atmosphere. This should be one of the biggest events to hit the island in a 
long, long time. The TMCA will also hold seminars of various types that will help you 
with your boat. More information will be forthcoming.  
 
The lease is still in the city manager’s hands. I have asked for updates and have not yet 
received a response. We have worked out most of the wording and the club has authorized me to sign it once the city approves it, if 
there are no amendments. 
 
A second work day of the year has been scheduled for Saturday, September 7. Breakfast will be served at 0900 hours and the schedule 
of work to be done will be discussed beginning at 1000 hours. We have various projects that need to be addressed and we hope to have 
a good turn-out of members. 
  
Nominations and elections for Board members are upon us. Please make your voice heard and consider taking on a position of 
leadership.  
 
We also will be looking for a place to hold our annual awards banquet in January. Yes, we have done it at the clubhouse for a couple 
of years now but maybe we need a change…or not. Let’s talk about it! 
 
A couple of other things to add…we are growing as a club and will have a new membership party soon. I will be providing supper at 
the next meeting on Sept. 10th, please bring drinks and a dessert. Supper starts at 1800hrs or 6pm. 
 
Sailing in a sea of "Why Knots" 
Commodore Paul Vera 
SV Apache Wind  
J-24 
409-363-3898 

 
 

 
This picture is of Steve Romeis and Art Lynd sailing Steve’s Vagabond 
14  on  Sam  Rayburn  Lake.  This  picture was  taken  by  Annette  Lynd 
using  Steve’s  camera  and  turned  into  a  watercolor  by  Steve  using 
special effects. Contact Steve if you would like to see more pictures in 
his gallery.  
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
September  

 
07 - PAYC Work Day - 1000  
10 - General/Board/Special Meeting - 1800 
14 - Beaumont Cruise - TBA 
21 - Moonlight Race/Cruise/Social #5  
28 - Island Cup Mono-Hull Class  
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Racing Report: 
 
RACE SEASON IS WRAPPING UP 
 
The Thursday night race series has come to a close.  We had great participation in the month of August from racers and 
cruisers alike.  Chuck Devenzio took a first over the “racers” one week.  Robert Latimer took a first over the rest of the fleet in 
the last Thursday night race of the year.  Congratulations to Mr. Devenzio for taking the overall first position in the August 
series. 
   
The race season is wrapping up but we are looking forward to the remaining races of the year.  We are hoping to have a good 
turnout for the end‐of‐the‐year races which now includes the 18‐mile light.  The 18‐mile light race was rescheduled in the 
hopes of better winds.  The “Top Gun” trophy for the year is still up for grabs with only two points separating the leader from 
the runner up.  This is going to be a dual to the end.  Bring on the competition.   
 
I don't know who named them swells. There's nothing swell about them. They should have named them awfuls. ~Hugo Vihlen 
 
Race Chairman 
Daniel Tatum 

 
Cruising Report: 
  
The August Cruise destination was changed to Garrison’s 
Ridge because only one boat was available in July for this 
very popular cruising destination.  The day started with a 
breakfast at 0900 hours.  By 1030 most boats had set sail 
for a day of sailing, fishing, and anchoring at Garrison’s 
Ridge. A brisk northerly wind made for very pleasant 
temperatures but somewhat of a bumpy anchorage at 
Garrison’s. By 1730 hours most boats had returned to the 
breakwater slips, set up the canopy, and broke out the 
stern rail barbecue pits for what turned out to be a very 
fun “rock the dock” style party. Supper was a group effort 
with a variety of hors d’oeuvres and a buffet of sorts that 
included fresh redfish caught by Bryce Lynd.  Those 
cruising on Saturday were Art and Annette Lynd on 
Seahawk; Marilee and Chuck Devenzio on Bitter End 
II; Mike Wise and Ettie Haley with Tammy and Hollis 
as guests on Sanity; Steve Romeis on Jammin’; Craig     L to R – Blake and Art Lynd, Paul Vera, Greg and Bryce Lynd, Steve Romeis 
Belaire and Troy on Cop a Lean; Greg Lynd and  
Ruth Hoyle with Bryce and Blake Lynd on Pura Vida.  
 
Those joining the party on the dock were Ted, Cathleen, Caroline and Austin Mahavier (and friends), Deena 
and Mike Gill on Deena Ann, Russ Myers on Sabre Dance, Paul Vera and Butch Neely.  
  

After a very late night of socializing, breakfast was served on 
Bitter End II.  Later the fleet set sail in different directions, 
capping off another great weekend of cruising. 
 
The next cruise is set for the Beaumont riverfront docks on 
September 14.  Details are forthcoming. 
  
Cruising Director 
Greg Lynd 

        
   
  

      Bryce Lynd’s perfect 28‐inch redfish 
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Coming up… 
 

                     October 2013 
5 C Orange Cruise TBA  
8 M General/Board Meeting 1900 
19 RCS  Moonlight Race/Cruise/Social #6 1800 
26 CS Renaissance Festival Land Cruise  TBA  

                                November 2013 

12 MS General/Board Meeting – Thanksgiving 1800 

16 RCS Moonlight Race/Cruise #7  1800 

                                              December 2013 

7 R Last Race of the Year 1000 
14 S Christmas Party/White Elephant 1800 

                              January 2014 

4 R Marvin Campbell/Jack Painton 1000 
18 S 2013 Awards Banquet 1800 

 

 
 

 
Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

General Meeting 
August 13, 2013 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Paul Vera, Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 
Jim Richardson, Secretary 
Russ Myers 
Ted Mahavier 
Daniel Tatum 
Richard Hughes 
Art Lynd 
Jack Moser 
Chris Boone 
Butch Neely 
John Ardion 
Chuck DeVenzio 
 
Paul Vera called the meeting to Order at 1901 hours.  
 
Russ Myers motioned that the July 2013 meeting minutes posted in the Mainsheet be accepted. Alan Aldredge seconded the 
motion and it was approved without objection. 
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REPORTS: 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 1) Mike Wise stated that he received a written resignation from Richard Spinney. The resignation will be 
considered in the Board Meeting. 2) Paul Vera suggested that the club host a social for the newest members to welcome them 
and discuss sailing and the club's history and/or by-laws. Paul also mentioned that he'd like to see some of the newest members 
become more involved in projects, meetings, and socials as they are the future of the club. 
 
TREASURER: Alan Aldredge reported: All is well. 
 
PIC: Mike Wise stated PIC is considering issues with the fuel docks, grass cutting contracts, and slip repairs.  
 
HARBORMASTER: Russ Myers stated that he would have an updated list of the occupied slips soon.  
 
RACING: Daniel Tatum said that 1) in the July Thursday Night Racing Series, Ted Mahavier won, Art Lynd took second and 
Chuck DeVenzio came in third for the Cruisers and that Paul Vera won, Ken Rutty took second, Richard Latimer came in third 
and Richard Hughes placed fourth for the Racers 2) the Moonlight Race/Cruise on July 20th was won by Paul Vera with Ken 
Rutty coming in second. 3) the 18 Mile Light Race/Cruise is August 31st with a 18h00 Skipper's meeting. 
 
HOUSE and GROUNDS: 1) Butch Neely reported that he received two bids for fence construction around PAYC, one for 
$7,627.00 and another for $4,400.00. Members agreed that the fence construction project should be postponed for now. 2) Jim 
Richardson reminded members that a Work Day was scheduled for September 7, 2013. 3) Russ Myers mentioned that the Men's 
restroom paper towel dispenser was not functional. 
 
CRUISING: 1) Mike Wise reported details from Greg Lynd's email on the August 17th PAYC South Cruise 2) Mike Wise 
stated that the Beaumont Cruise is September 14, 2013. 3) Butch Neely presented the club with the PAYC Altair Seamanship 
Award that he said was given to him by the previous award holder. Butch suggested that the club consider continuing the award 
and present it to a new recipient. 4) Paul Vera reported that TMCA agreed to hold their Spring Fling at the PAYC in May 2014.  
 
SOCIALS: Paul Vera reported 1) that the 35th year PAYC Building celebration was informational because Marilee DeVenzio 
brought many photos, articles, and other historical items for members to enjoy. 2) that the club's foundation since May 1965 is 
another important date and should be celebrated. 2) August 24th is the Super Salad Supper at 18h00.  
 
LAMAR SAILING CLUB: Nothing to report.  
 
JR. SAILING: Paul Vera stated that the Vic Scalco floating dock will need modification to counter its yawing effect. 
 
SEA SCOUTS: No Report, but scouts may at the club next Sunday. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 1) Paul Vera stated that some members met with City Manager Floyd Johnson to discuss PAYC's vision for 
future growth. Paul stated that Mr. Johnson stated that the PAYC had made him feel more "welcomed" than any other group 
he'd met with since coming to Port Arthur. 2) Ted Mahavier motioned that Paul Vera call the City Manager and ask if the 
manager knew when he and the City Attorney would meet to discuss the PAYC lease. There was no second and the motion was 
not considered for vote. 3) Mike Wise stated that we need to form this year's Nomination Committee. Paul Vera asked Chuck 
DeVenzio, Art Lynd, and Daniel Tatum if they would be interested in serving and they all agreed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 1) Richard Hughes stated that he felt that KFDM's coverage of the DFPS and PAYC Sail Day was a good 
thing for the children and the club. 2) Jim Richardson asked if anyone had sent pictures to Katy Brown for the Appleby's 
remodeling project. Paul Vera stated he had and some thought that Steve Romeis had. 3) Richard Hughes asked if the trophies 
had been updated. Paul Vera asked him to help with that project on Saturday, Richard agreed. 4) Jim Richardson asked about 
the status of the possible boat donation from Richard Hughes. Members stated the boat needed a title before being accepted and 
they would work with Richard to accomplish it. 
 
Alan Aldredge motioned, Daniel Tatum seconded, to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed without objection and the general 
meeting ended at 20h18 hours, August 13, 2013 
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Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 
Director's Board Meeting 

August 13, 2013 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Paul Vera, Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 
Jim Richardson, Secretary 
Daniel Tatum 
Russ Myers 
Chuck DeVenzio 
Art Lynd 
 
Paul Vera called the meeting to Order at 21h20 hours. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Mike Wise stated that he received an email dated 7-10-13 from Mike Spinney indicating that he was resigning 
membership from the PAYC. Alan Aldredge motioned to accept the resignation. Art Lynd seconded and the motion was agreed 
upon.  
 
TREASURER : Alan Aldredge stated, I would like to make a motion that a special meeting be held to change the Club’s by-
laws that pertain to the billing cycle of initiation fees. My goal is to simplify the billing procedures by billing twice a year 
(January & July) for both Club membership dues and for new member’s initiation dues. This will also lower accounting cost. 
My suggestion is that this change be made effective January 1, 2014 and that the special meeting be scheduled after a 
September or October general meeting. Daniel Tatum seconded the motion and it passed without objection. The Special 
meeting was set to follow the September General meeting on September 10, 2013. 
SOCIALS: Mike Wise stated that the Beer Tasting and BBQ from June is tentatively rescheduled for September 21, 2013.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 1) Paul stated that he would submit the signed amended lease to the City Manager. 2) Mike Wise motioned 
that a Special Meeting be called for August 27, 2013, 7:00 PM to accept the lease if available. Art Lynd seconded and the 
motion was approved without objection.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 1) Alan Aldredge stated that he was not able to contact some of the members in arrears mentioned in last 
month's Board meeting. Paul Vera instructed him to prepare certified letters to the members to ascertain how they intend to 
correct their delinquent dues accounts. Alan agreed. 
2) Board agreed to have Richard Hughes secure a title to the boat he wished to donate to the club and then the club could accept 
it. Mike Wise stated he had the necessary forms and would get them to Richard. 
 
The following committees' reports "Carried-Over" from the General Meeting of August 13, 2013. 
RACING 
TREASURER  
HARBORMASTER  
HOUSE and GROUNDS  
CRUISING  
JR. SAILING  
SEA SCOUTS  
LAMAR SAILING CLUB 
 
Art Lynd motioned to adjourn the meeting, Russ Myers seconded. The motion passed without objection and the Director's 
Board meeting ended at 21h58, August 13, 2013. 
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2013 PAYC Administration 

Officers 

Commodore - Paul Vera 
Vice Commodore - Mike Wise 

Secretary - Jim Richardson 
Treasurer - Alan Aldredge 

Board of Directors 

Ken Rutty 
Daniel Tatum 
Craig Belaire 

Art Lynd 
Russ Myers (Past Commodore) 

Mainsheet Editor and Webmaster - Group 
Harbormaster - Russ Myers 

Committee Chairs 

Racing -  Daniel Tatum 
Cruising - Greg Lynd 

Socials - Songa Gremillion / Group 
House and Grounds - Everyone 

Junior Sailing - Paul Vera 
Membership - Mike Wise 

Clubhouse Reservations - Songa Gremillion 
Safety - Everyone 

 


