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Commodore’s Corner – Paul Vera 

 

As the year comes to an end, I would like to thank those who put great efforts in making PAYC a 

place that welcomes everybody. We have had a good year for new members and bringing new 

ideas. The Cruising fleet has grown from a small few to a rather large group. They are also 

willing to get out there and mix it up out on the lake when it comes to racing. We have done our 

first regatta in years, along with a big event. Yes, there have been growing pains but as a club we worked 

through them and became better for them. As your Commodore, please feel free to call me if have any 

concerns and I will try to address them. The dark cloud of Covid 19 is real so please protect yourself and the 

ones around you. Have a great holiday.  

 

Vice Commodore’s Corner – David Bradley 
 

At our last meeting, the Board approved improvement funds for renovations to our kitchen area. 

Windows and a door will be added that will separate the kitchen from the large dining room. 

Apparently, the originals were removed during a previous storms' renovations. This initiative is 

necessitated to allow more privacy, crowd control in the kitchen, and provide a sound barrier 

when activities are being held in the main dining room. Thanks to Lady Lynette for her input 

regarding having a larger window in the doorway. She pointedly noted it was obvious that no women were 

consulted in the original construction 55 years ago. 😊 

On a personal note, I'm retiring as Vice Commodore this month after initially volunteering to help 

Lynette. I'm reminded of an often-quoted line by Vice President John Nance Garner (1932). His office “is 

not worth a bucket of warm spit.” The best part of the Vice Commodore position is new membership. I rarely 

go a week without asking people if they have ever been sailing as an invitation is the best recruiting tool. 

Welcome people aboard and they will generally come back! I still consider myself in the sophomore class in 

club hierarchy but recognize the need to make room for younger and newer leadership. Ted Mahavier gave 

me the best advice when I contemplated a change in priorities. He said, "PAYC has to be a fun place." I’m 

looking forward to seeing everyone having fun! 
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Junior Sailing Report – Ted Mahavier 

 

The fleet's in great shape, so bring your little ones out to sail.  If you want someone to help check 

over rigging the boats, give me a holler and we'll make it happen.  Don't forget as club members, 

you can get certified on 'Bout Time and then you can motor around while your kiddos sail! 

We had a very productive pair of workdays on Saturday, Nov. 14-15.  With help from 

Peter Kolp, Sam Showalter, Andrew Brooks, Butterfly Brooks, Paul Vera, Brian Meadowcroft 

and Elijah, we completed stripping the Venture 22 and the O'Day 20.  We also sealed one 

leaking Sunfish, repaired three Optis, aired up trailer tires, made an order to replace a few tires, and handled 

maintenance of the small engines that power our dinghies. Our next steps will be cutting up the O’Day and 

Venture and putting them on the curb. Oh, we did fish a 20-foot 4x6 piece of wood out of the marina to save 

some boat snagging that monster. 

We are hoping to have a Windmill sail day in December, so watch the Facebook page for an 

announcement. Hopefully we'll get that directory soon, so we can create email distribution lists for various 

groups (racers, junior sailing families, cruisers, etc.). 

Aside from cutting up boats, leak testing a few Lasers, finishing the tire/trailer repairs and minor boat 

maintenance, all we expect to happen in December is an impromptu sail day or two. 

 

Welcome Aboard! Meet Our New Members 
 

Ahoy Peter Kolp! Peter is married to Laurie and he has a daughter, Katie,  

and two sons, Drew and Nick. He’s been a Beaumont resident for 23 years  

and he is a retired Marine. Peter started sailing Lightnings and Windmills  

on Lake Ontario. He was a member of the Texas A&M Galveston Sailing  

Team 1984-1985 and 1990-1993. Why own a boat when you can sail your  

friends’ boats? Semper Fidelis. 

 

 

Welcome to the Mistler family!  Greg and Allison met in 2002 while they were 

students at Appalachian State University. They have two daughters, Helen (10)  

and Nora (8). They are an outgoing family and they enjoy traveling, spending time 

on the water and engaging with fellow sailors. They are in the process of replacing 

their boat Second Star, which was destroyed in the last hurricane, and intend to  

cruise the Gulf Coast over the next several years to gain further experience before 

sailing abroad. 

 
 

 

Step aboard Karen McAlister! Born in Port Arthur, Karen grew up in Beaumont.  

She graduated from Forest Park High School and went on to Lamar University  

where she earned a business degree. She spent her career as an insurance adjuster  

and is currently retired. Karen and her wife, Molly Raiford, reside in Beaumont.  

She has always been drawn to the water and spent the better part of her life either 

water skiing or driving a boat. She claims to have skied 1,000s of miles on the 

waters. She looks forward to being a member of PAYC so she can get back to  

where her soul is always at peace: on the water. Fun fact: She still has her family boat, a 14-foot closed bow 

1958 Crosby Hurricane. Her parents purchased it in 1958, and she had it refurbished in 2010. 
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Racing Report – Paul Vera 
 

The Causeway Bridge LDR was a great race for some. For others it was a great sail. Ted 

Mahavier on Green Flash outlasted the Sea Scouts Merit 25 with David Bradley, Don Hearn and 

yours truly to take the win. On the cruising side, Steve Romeis took the Causeway 3 knot current 

to outpace Mike Martinez and Micky Rouse. 

The Single Hand Race was also completed with seven boats: four racers and three 

cruisers. Once again, it was very light-air sailing but a very beautiful day. Brian Meadowcroft took Steve 

Romeis's wind to glide past him at the finish to take a very close race followed by Chris Boone. On the 

racing side of it, Apache Wind led the whole race from start to finish with Ken Rutty and Richard Hughes 

seconds behind. Also, Don Hearn soloed the Merit 25 and completed in his first solo race. Well done, Don. 

The Last Race of the Year is coming up on Dec. 5. The skippers’ meeting is at 10 a.m.   

 

Christmas Boat Parade and Party 
 

The PAYC Lighted Boat Parade and Christmas Party is December 12! The parade begins at 6 

p.m. with the Christmas party immediately after at the clubhouse. This is a family-friendly 

event including activities for the kids and a special appearance from Santa himself! Please plan 

to bring a light snack or finger food to share and a gift to participate in the white elephant gift 

exchange. If you are interested in decorating your boat and participating in the parade, please let 

us know. We would love to have as many boats participate as we can. 

 

PAYC 2021 Officers and Board Members 

 

Congratulations to the people who have volunteered to help run and improve Port Arthur Yacht Club. 

We had 22 members cast votes, one-third of our membership. Chuck Devenzio played a very important role 

in canvassing for nominations. He has done it for so many years. Thank you, Mr. Devenzio. 

Commodore: Paul Vera  

Vice Commodore: Michael Wilson  

Secretary: Brian Meadowcroft 

Treasurer: Mike Givens 

Board Members: Lynette Gillenwater, Rodney Champagne, Mike Wise, Ken Rutty and Ted Mahavier 

Trustees: Chuck Devenzio 2021, Art Lynd 2022, Butch Neely 2023 

 

Port Arthur Yacht Club Minutes 

                 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

General Meeting  

Nov. 10, 2020 

 
Opening: The regular meeting of the PAYC was called to order at 7:00PM on Nov 10, 2020, the 245th 

Birthday of United State Marine Corp, by Paul Vera. 

Present: 

In Person: Paul Vera, David Bradley, Judy Walters, Brian Meadowcroft, Crystal Meadowcroft, Chuck 

Devenzio, Butch Neely, Mike Wise, Ted Mahavier, David Wilson, Divina Wilson, Mike Martinez, Barbie 
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Martinez, Lynnette Gillenwater, Dennis Gillenwater, Eric Hellberg, Roxanne Hellberg, Donald Hearn, Carol 

Hearn, Ken Rutty, Terry Shipley 

Prospective Member(s): None 

Online: Mike Givens, Chris Boone 

Approval of Minutes 

No action taken. 

Treasurer: Mike Givens 

Monthly billing continuing to work well. 

The correct address for the yacht club is Pleasure Pier Blvd. Please double check addresses when sending 

mail to the club. 

There are two email addresses that are bouncing. Please be sure to updated email addresses if you change 

yours. 

Mr. Givens proposed to change the club’s fiscal years to March 1st to the last day in February. 

Mr. Givens proposed adding an income item to the budget. 

The Club House is rented on 20 Feb., 2020. Club house rental is $100 for members and $300 for deposit. 

Membership: David Bradly 

No Report. 

Membership application(s) were received for Karen McAlister and partner, Molly Raiford. All will be voted 

on at the board meeting. 

Club needs a new member party. 

A new membership application has been developed and approved. It will be posted on the webpage. 

House and Grounds Safety: 

Sink holes are still an issue. PIC was informed six months ago and still no action. 

Harbor Master: Butch Neely 

No Report 

Socials: Crystal Meadowcroft 

The Two Step Regatta went well. Houston Yacht Club and Lake Charles Yacht Club both look forward to 

the next event at the Yacht Club. 

The club has been invited to Lake Charles Yacht Club’s Christmas Party on December 18, 2020. 

Expenses and income from the Two-Step Regatta were announced. If you would like details, please contact 

the Social Chair or Treasurer. 

David Bradley asked how the charity was selected. 

Lynnette stated that Ms. Jean contact her and asked if they could do something to help LCYC. Lynnette 

passed the requested to Paul for action and the event took share. PIC then waved slip fees to help support the 

fund raisers. 

David Bradley was recommended that future events be discussed and recorded in the minutes better for 

future action. 

Paul will look at look at future events and make sure they all raise money and cancel those that do not. 

Paul stated that we will have two more Regattas and a Spring Fling. 

Lighted boat parade on December 12, 2020 and will be followed the club Christmas Party. Santa will be 

making an appearance. The club house will be started to be decorated on November 21, 2020. 

New Year’s Eve party will be on December 31, 2020. 

Award Banquet is January 23, 2021. 

In 2021, the Port Arthur Convention and Visitor bureau will be funding some events. 

Ted recommended that we bring up the sink holes as a safety issue that makes the grounds unsafe for 

children. 

If anyone has activities and dates, please present them to Crystal before the January scheduling meeting. 

Chuck recommended using a small inverter to power LED light strings. 

PIC Advisory Board: 

Jimmy Dykes is retiring in December. He will not be replaced. 
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Socials: Judy Walters resigned as social chair. Crystal Meadowcroft and Nicole Champagne are the new 

joint Co-Chairs. Christmas party and awards banquet are coming up. 

Craig B. has the club house rented on Tuesday, 20 October, 2020. 

Cruising: Chris Boone 

November 14, 2020 Red Fish Tournament, $10 per person. Signups start at 9AM. Details on Facebook Post. 

Racing: Paul Vera 

Long Distance Race, 7 Nov, 2020. Good race to the Causeway Bridge, then no wind on the way back. 

Racers: 

1st Ted Mahavier 

 

Cruisers: 

1st Steve Romeis 

2nd Mike Martinez 

Don Hearn, DNF 

Mickey Rouse, DNF 

Moon Light, 2 boats finished, the others got lost or resigned due to lack of wind. 

1st Ken Rutty 

Richard Hughs, DNF 

David Bradley, DNF 

Single Handed Race November 21, 2020. 

Racing Meeting will need to be rescheduled. 

Two Step Regatta: Two of the five registered beach cats raced. Two offshore trimarans raced. 

HYC was extremely gracious host to boats that raced to HYC. 

More multihull racing will be coming to the area. The Convention Bureau will try to assist. 

Junior Sailing: Ted Mahavier 

Workday planned for Saturday or Sunday 14 or 15 November, 2020. Probably Saturday with breakfast at 

8AM and working afterwards. 

The American 23 on the end of B Row will probably be donated to the club and will be consider selling it or 

converting to an Adult Sailing boat. It has a title, but no motor. 

Sea Scouts: Donald Hearn 

Sea Scouts basically shut down due to COVID, but outings starting to be allowed. Boat repair work is 

moving along. Donald thanks the club for their assistance over the last few months getting boat ready. 

Adult Sailing: Paul Vera 

Done for the year. Will start having Adult Sailing classes once weather warms up in either Jan/Feb/Mar. Will 

plan woman’s selling classes. It’s time for women to get on Lasers for exercise and learn how to handle 

boats. Will then publish dates for the public. 

Bout Time has 59 hours on it and needs maintenance. 

New Business: 

Deadlines for the Mainsheet at the 1st of every month. If you don’t have your article in by then, you’ll be 

listed and no report and will be carried over to the next month. Ted with ask Cathleen to send emails about 

on the 15th and 22nd to remind people get articles in. 

The Vice Commodore is supposed to write new member introductions for the Mainsheet. 

Paul is trying to recruit assist for website management. 

The Two Step Regatta was difficult because everything was set up at 1PM and a 20-minute 49MPH guests 

and sideway rain knocked down all the tents. Some of the money from the Two Step Regatta will be used to 

replace two of the three damaged tents. Plenty of people greatly enjoyed the carnival atmosphere the Cajun 

Band brought to the event. The involvement of the new members, showing the old members that they could 

take a big chunk of the work and do it well. 

Old Business: None. 

Adjournment 
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Motion to adjourn by Ted, Second by Terry, Meeting was adjourned at 8:15. The next general meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, November 10, 2020. 

Minutes submitted by Brian Meadowcroft 

 
Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Nov. 10, 2020 

 
The board meeting of the PAYC was called to order at time 8:17 PM on Nov 10, 2020 by Paul Vera 

Board Members Present: Paul Vera, Brian Meadowcroft, Mike Wise, Ted Mahavier, Ken Rutty, David  

 

Bradley, Lynette Gillenwater. 

Online: Mike Givens 

Minutes: Ted moved to approve. Crystal M seconded. The motion carried. 

Treasurer: Mike Givens 

Please contact the Treasurer for financial details. 

Ted moved to correct the mailing address to 410 Pleasure Pier Blvd. Brian Seconded. Motion passed. 

Ted moved to change the fiscal year to the first day of March to the last day of February. Motion passed. 

Membership: David Bradley 

One Membership Application: 

Karen McAlister and Molly Raiford. Brian M moved. Ken R seconded. Membership accepted. 

House and Grounds: Carry Over 

Harbor Master: No Report 

PIC Advisory: Jimmy Dykes is retiring in December. PAYC wants to recognize his service to the Island and 

the yacht Club. 

Socials: Carry Over. Paul stated the amount that will be donated will be donated to Lake Charles Yacht Club. 

If you would like details, please contact the Social Chair or Treasurer. 

Cruising: No Report. 

Racing: Carry Over 

Junior Sailing: Carry Over 

Adult Sailing: Carry Over 

Sea Scouts: No Report 

New Business: 

The following people are asked to submit monthly articles for the Mainsheet. Commodore, Vice, Sec, Social, 

Racing, Cruising and Junior Sailing. 

David Bradley will contact local TV stations to inquire about installing a commercial grade weather station 

with a camera on the antenna tower behind the clubhouse. 

Old Business: 

David Bradley moved to spend up to $1,500 to reinstall a commercial door and windows between the kitchen 

and main room, and modify the AC conditioner ducting to better balance the kitchen, storage 

and Commodore’s Office. Labor to be provided by club members. Ted called the vote. The vote to vote 

passed 4 to 3 via hand vote. 

Commodore: Paul Vera 

Vice: Mike Wilson. Mike Wilson will be an authorized signature for the Port Arthur Yacht Club all bank 

accounts effective December 8, 2020. 

Secretary: Brian Meadowcroft 

Treasure: Mike Givens 

Broad: 

Rodney Champagne 
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Mike Wise 

Ted Mahavier 

Lynette Gillenwater 

Trustee: Butch Neely 

Adjournment: 

Ted Moved to adjourn. Lynette Seconded. The meeting adjourned at 2044. 

The next board meeting will be held on Tuesday December 8th, 2020. 

Minutes submitted by Brian Meadowcroft 

 

Calendar of Events 2020 

 
 

December 

5  R  Last Race of the Year    1000 

8  M  General/Board Meeting   1900 

12  S  Lighted Boat Parade    1800 

    Christmas Party/Gift Exchange  

31    New Year’s Eve Party 

 

January 2021 

9  R  Marvin Campbell/Jack Painton  1000  

12  M  General/Board Meeting   1900  

23  S  Awards Banquet    1800 

 

 

Contact Us 

 
Website:  payc.us 

Check the website for information regarding the yearly calendar, bylaws and policies, membership 

applications, dues and fees, racing rules/procedures, past issues of the Mainsheet and club reservation 

policies. 

 

Phone:  409-356-6253 

Commodore: Paul Vera, commodore@payc.us 

Treasurer: Mike Givens, treasurer@payc.us 

Mainsheet Editor:  Cathleen Cole, cathcole@hotmail.com 

 

 

https://www.payc.us/
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