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Commodore’s Corner – David Bradley (for 
Lynette Gillenwater) 

Howdy All, 

Our sympathies, love and support go out to our 
Commodore and her First Mate, Lynette and 
Dennis Gillenwater. Having survived Imelda in 
a RV business office overnight to escape the 

rising water, they then rescued their trailer to visit an ailing 
brother in Texarkana.  I got notice today that he passed. 
Please include the family in your thoughts and prayers. 

Having relayed that news it has fallen to me to give the 
report for this month... 

The Big Event this month of course was the storm that 
nobody knew was coming. While Pleasure Island, Port 
Arthur, and Bridge City were generally spared from Imelda’s 
flooding rains, others were not. The marina fared well, and 
only the usual derelict boats took on some rain water. I 
stayed onboard Wednesday night after securing mooring 
lines and waited for the onslaught. The lighting show that 
night could be characterized as terrific or horrific. depending 
on your personal fortitude.  In the midst of the show that I 
enjoyed onboard, I remembered that Judy Walters (Free 
Fallin') has mentioned more than once that she picked Cloud 
9 for a slipmate because she felt safe when aboard in a 
storm with a 65’ lightning rod protecting her flank. 
SOBERING thoughts indeed on my part as the show 
continued.... 

The other casualty of the storm was the postponement of 
Pirate ARRRRgT Lynd’s Treasure Hunt scheduled for the 
Saturday after Imelda. With all the fresh water flowing in to 
Sabine Lake we may get a treat in that we may again get to 
see the bottom of Sabine Lake (as we did 2 years ago after 
Harvey)! 

Fair Weather for all, 
David Bradley, Vice Commodore 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
https://www.payc.us/by-laws-and-policies
https://www.payc.us/application
https://www.payc.us/racing
https://www.payc.us/monthly
https://www.payc.us/club-reservations
https://www.payc.us/club-reservations
https://www.payc.us/
mailto:commodore@payc.us
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Upcoming Events 
October 2019 
  8 (Tuesday, 1900) – General and Board Meeting 
  10-13 (Thursday-Sunday) – Harvest Moon Regatta 
  12 or 19 – (Saturday) – Renaissance Festival Land Cruise 
  26 – (Saturday, 1000) – Island Cup Log Distance Race 
  26 – (Saturday, 1800) - Halloween Social  
November 2019 
  2 (Saturday, TBD) – Redfish Tournament 
  12 (Tuesday, 1900) – General and Board Meeting- 
Thanksgiving Eatin’ Meetin’ 
  16 (Saturday, 1000) 

 
(The complete calendar for 2019 is posted on the PAYC website.) 

Cruising – Kelvin Franks 
No cruise is scheduled for October.  

Junior Sailing – Ted Mahavier 
Wow -- three free boats from Kemah, thanks to our contact Paul Yirga at Boaters 
Resale!   Thanks Don Hearn and Paul Vera for helping your Fleet Flunky haul 
them back.  Thank the Good Lord that the tires held.   The total cost was $20 in 
gas.   Club and Sea Scouts are now co-owners of an O'Day 22, Venture 22 and 
Coronado 15.   We are waiting on sails and paperwork, but once that comes in 
we'll assess and sell to anybody who wants a fixer-upper for a very, very low cost -
- $200?  Or we will part them out and make more.  If you need a nice trailer, take 
a look at the one the O'Day is on.  With a bit of work, this would be a very nice 
double axle sailboat trailer.  If you want it, we'll strip the O'Day and you'll get the 
trailer with an empty hull for no extra charge!    

Thanks, Mike Givens for helping me finish up the sail racks that Butch Neely 
designed so nicely.  Thanks to Judy Walters, we'll get some nice covers over 
them after planning and ordering materials.   

Thanks to Sam Showalter; and Andrew, Kate, Eowyn, Emma, McKenna and 
Butterfly Brooks for helping empty the containers and building the new storage 
racks over two weekends.   TNT Towing will be hauling them off soon.   Thanks to 
Rodney Champagne for handling the haul-off for free.    

Another $103 check came in from Boaters Resale.   Russ Myers and I will order 
the metal soon for the overhangs to protect the sailing dinghies we moved outside.   
Once the containers are gone and the overhangs built, we'll get the crushed 
concrete to make the area a "mud-free" zone.  

Your Fleet Flunky, Ted Mahavier   

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
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Thirteenth Annual Treasurer Hunt – Art Lynd 
Hurricane Imelda postponed our hunt from Sep 21 to Sep 28. It 
seems like more people were able to come on the new date than 
intended to come last week, so there is a silver lining to every 
cloud. 

Although there was a light rain early on, it just kept things cool. The 
winds of 10-15 knots were perfect, especially for the larger boats 

that turned back last year.  We had a good turnout. 

This year’s captains included David Bradley and Ted Mahavier in Group 1 with 
quite a number of young pirates; Greg Lynd and Mike Nivens in Group 2 with 
some young buccaneers; and Chris Boone and Steve Romeis in Group 3. There 
were seven boats counting mine. Congratulations to Group 1 for winning in 2019! 

Reliving the exciting events of the day with everyone at the “light the pit” supper 
brought the hunt to an end for another year. 

Special thanks to Butch Neely for being the pirate guarding the gold chest and 
recording the finish line and to Judy Walters for the very artistic decorations with 
a pirate theme. 

Capt, ARRRRgT 
 

 
  

Art and Annette – the real 
swashbucklers! 

Art’s t-shirts for 2019 Ted Mahavier’s crew 

Three Rivers Council Sea Scouts – Don Hearne 
We appreciate the opportunity to tell you about what has been and will be 
happening with the Sea Scouts. 

* Sept 6-8 – SSS 1916 Attended Minto Rendezvous in Navasota with Ships from 
around Texas and several other states.  They competed in events which ranged 
from uniform inspection, knot tying, heaving line, and mariner’s quiz; to Blindfold 
Sunfish rigging, rules of the road, Flotsam Flotilla Race, and many others. 

* Sept 7 – Ted Mahavier, Paul Vera, and I went to Boaters Resale shop and 
acquired 3 sailboats in need of a new home. Their disposition is still in question.  
One, a Coronado 15 is similar to the FJ only longer and may be resurrected for use 
by the Sea Scouts. The other 2 may become parts donations for Youth Sailing. 

* Sept 10 – Skipper Lipham from Sam Houston Area Council informed me that 



PAYC Mainsheet  Page 4 

they were losing their dock space at Lakewood Yacht Club.  Check out the article 
“Lakewood Yacht Club sets up for a new era of Pay and Play Sailing with a new 
fleet of 12 RS21 keelboats!” posted at LYC Pay and Play Sailing.  They are looking 
for slips closer to home, but the PAYC agreed to let them come join us on the A 
dock if needed. We appreciate PAYC for giving them a place to keep their boats. 

* Sept 12 – I met with the USCGA Flotilla 6-11 to discuss a new ship.  At this time 
the MOA (Memorandum of Agreement) between the US Coast Guard Auxiliary is in 
a trial stage and has not rolled out completely.  We discussed the future possibility 
of the flotilla becoming a charter organization or helping to train Sea Scouts and 
providing VSCs (Vessel Safety Checks). 

* Sept 14 – Skipper Evans and I sailed with Ted Mahavier in the Last Full Moon 
Race of 2019. 

* Oct 5 – The William I. Koch International Sea Scout Cup is an international sail 
boat race held every even year.  In 2018, it was held in Galveston at the Sea Star 
Base Galveston and brought in Sea Scout Sailors from all over the world.  This 
year the Southern Region qualifying regatta is the Aggie Cup, which will be held at 
Sea Star Base Galveston on October 5, 2019.  They will be using FJs provided by 
SSBG. We have an older FJ which we can use for practice at the Port Arthur Yacht 
Club. 

* Oct 9- 13, - I will be aboard the Sea Scout Training Vessel Point Glass. We will 
serve as the committee boat for the Harvest Moon Regatta. 

* Future plans – Ship 1916 has a canoe trip planned on Big Thicket Cook’s 
Lake/Scatterman Lake paddle trail on Oct 12 and Safety at Sea 2019 at Coast 
Guard Base Galveston Nov 2. 

We thank the Port Arthur Yacht Club and members for their support! 

Donald Hearn,  
Council Commodore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Racing – Russ Myers 
See the Meeting Minutes for the September race results and the upcoming races.  

Hope to see you on the water - 
Russ Myers, Race Chairperson 

  
Setting out the tetrahedron 

for the Harvest Moon Regatta 
starting line 

Where is Port Aransas? Just 
follow me. LOL 

https://www.rssailing.com/lakewood-yacht-club-sets-up-for-a-new-era-of-pay-and-play-sailing-with-a-new-fleet-of-12-rs21-keelboats/?fbclid=IwAR3q4vD7aScsLwuxMSKXippjyzvXQ-InOrDVF3GVXIh7tDNeAXjDLNHEROo
https://seascoutcup.org/2020-event-information/2020-qualifiers/
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Cruising to the Race – Bill Worsham 
Sailing is the ULTIMATE SPORT because it allows both young and old to enjoy 
being on the water at various activity and skill levels.  It can be an eight-year-old 
discovering his or her independence while learning to day-sail in an Optimist pram 
or a young salt single-handing around the world in 45 days, non-stop.  Cruising 
couples can spend years building a boat and touring the Med at their leisure, while 
hotshot crews can hydroplane around the buoys in 75-foot monohulls at thirty-five 
knots. 

Participants in the sport are not racers or cruisers. They are SAILORS WHO 
CRUISE TO THE RACES.  I was reminded of that point when I cruised to the Port of 
Sabine Pass last month to prepare for the annual race to the Sabine Bank Light. 
After a 5-hour drifter against the tide, I was welcomed to Sabine Pass by the dock 
master with a ride to his office where there was a washer/dryer, ice machine, and 
a shower -- a beautiful ending to a long day of cruising on the way to the race. 

And then there was the 1980 epic cruise of our young family of five across the 
country in a window van towing Wind Sprint to race in the North American 
Championships with 65 other J/24s in San Francisco Bay.  The highlights were 
visiting uncles in San Diego and Reno, driving through Yosemite National Park, and 
spending a cool August evening at a campsite on the shores of Lake Tahoe.  We 
took the northern route so we could cross the Bay Bridge when entering San 
Francisco.  We did not know about the weather in San Francisco Bay in August.  
We were cold to the bone for a week. 

There were two other memorable cruises to the races.  Our son Brad and wife Liz 
allowed Carolyn and me to deliver their brand new J/109 down the eastern 
seaboard from Charleston to Palm Beach so the family-crewed Orion could race in 
Key West Race Week.  That was a payback for allowing Brad and his buddies to 
cruise on Wind Sprint to Galveston Bay for their high school senior trip years 
earlier. 

And then there was the return cruise to San Francisco on Tiki J from the PAC Cup 
race to Hawaii in 2014. Daughter Kim and her husband Scott, sons Brad and Bill, 
and granddaughter Alyssa raced to Kaneohe Bay.  After a week preparing Tiki J for 
the return cruise (or BAC Cup), Brad and I motored half way across the infamous 
“Garbage Patch” until we reached the northwesterlies and close-reached into San 
Francisco Bay.  The feeling of completion of a successful journey was 
overwhelming when we crossed under the Golden Gate bridge.  As luck would have 
it, we were escorted in by the crew of the America’s Cup catamaran which was out 
practicing for its classic race in San Francisco Bay.  We were not racing from 
Hawaii (TIC), but we did just happen to be the first boat to finish the BAC Cup. 

ULTIMATE SPORT?  YES!  It all began in 1977 for the Worshams with a cruise on 
our Santana 22 Happy Days to the air strip on Matagorda Island with Grandpa Lee 
(67), sons Brad (11) and Billy (12), and me (35).   Years later grandsons Cody and 
Max sailed on the class-winning Tiki J in the 2016 PAC Cup, and grandchildren 
Margaret and Lee served as “snackticians” on the hottest sailboat on Lake Travis.  
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Son Bill recently cruised home on a private jet from New England where Final 
Final, a J/105 owned by Ken Horne of Seabrook, placed second in the J/105 North 
American Championships. 

“And the beat goes on, the beat goes on.” 

 

PAYC Meeting Highlights – August, 2019 
NOTE:  This is a summary from the minutes of the membership and board 
meetings for the month.  For the complete and official minutes, check the PAYC 
website or contact secretary@payc.us. 

 Members Present:  Lynette Gillenwater, Commodore; David Bradley, Vice 
Commodore; Mike Givens, Treasurer; Judy Walters, Secretary; Chuck Devenzio, 
Greg Lynd, Art Lynd, Russ Myers, Dennis Gillenwater, Paul Vera, Ted Mahavier, 
Butch Neely, Mike Wise, Ken Rutty, Donald Hearn, Kelly Perez, Bill and Carolyn 
Worsham, Richard Hughes, Dr. Michael Amsden 

 Membership:  Carl Dildy’s application was approved retroactive to May 9, 
2019.  Carl and his wife, Robin, have a Cal40 named Slow Tracker that he recently 
moved to PAYC.  Carl has 40years of sailing experience.  Action was taken and/or 
considered on nine delinquent accounts. 

 Treasurer:  An expiring CD will be moved to a money market account.  The 
signatories on all accounts were designated as MIKE GIVENS, TREASURER and 
DAVID BRADLEY, VICE COMMODORE.  Duties of the requested assistant treasurer 
will be posted. 

 Harbor Master and House and Grounds:  Butch Neely reported there are 66 
boats in the marina with 48 being PAYC Members (56% usage).  The kitchen door 
needs to be replaced. 

 Racing:  Russ Myers reported the results of recent races:  

  * 3rd Sabine Lake Series Race:  1st – Ken Rutty, 2nd – Paul Vera, 3rd – Bill 
Worsham, 4th – Richard Hughes, 5th – Ted Mahavier 

  * Sabine Lake Series Finals:  1st – Ken Rutty, 2nd – Paul Vera, 3rd – Bill 
Worsham, 4th – Richard Hughes 

There was no 18-Mile Race due to weather.  Some people showed to race but no 
times were reported.   

   
1980 – J/24 Worlds in San 

Francisco 
2004 – Key West Race Week 2002 – PAYC Cruiser of the 

Year 

https://www.payc.us/minutes-of-meetings
https://www.payc.us/minutes-of-meetings
mailto:secretary@payc.us?subject=PAYC%20-%20Request%20for%20Meeting%20Minutes


PAYC Mainsheet  Page 7 

Upcoming Events:  The Harvest Moon Regatta is October 10-12.  A land cruise to 
meet at the finish line was suggested. 

 Social:  September 21st is the 13th Annual Treasure Hunt and Party.  October 
26th is the Halloween Party at the Clubhouse.  Costumes are optional. 

 Cruising:  Kelvin Franks is working on a land cruise to Sea Rim for saltwater 
fishing. 

 Junior Sailing:  The containers are empty and should be moved this week 
sometime.  Sam Showalter and his grandchildren helped with the emptying of the 
containers and helped organize the Boathouse.   

Friends from Boaters Resale donated three boats to Sea Scouts.  Donald Hearn, 
Paul Vera and Ted Mahavier picked up a 22’ O’Day, 22’ Ventura, and a 
Corrando15.  The Sea Scouts will strip the boats that cannot be used and salvage 
parts for Junior Sailing. 

 Adult Sailing:   Adult Sailing was successful this year.  Plans are in the works 
for the coming year. Suggestions for program improvement were requested. 

 Fleet:  No report 

 Sea Scouts:  The mother ship Point Glass will come to PAYC next spring, 
possibly during Sail Daze.   Point Glass will be point for the Harvest Moon Regatta 
from Galveston to Port Aransas on October 10th. 

 Lamar Sail Club:  No report. 

 PIAB Report:  Russ Myers reported (1) The new boat ramp was approved, (2) 
Covers for “A” dock will be installed, (3) The Contract for the Cell Tower will be 
discussed, (4) What to do with the Golf Course is still in question, (5) The Cajun 
Cabins have until September 26th to be removed, (6) Bids for Security Camera are 
too expensive.  PIC is to negotiate price, (7) An alarm system will be installed at 
the Golf Course if anyone should approach or trespass to the Clubhouse, (8) Susie 
Chirafis recommended that Counsel send letters of future meetings, (9) PIAB to 
receive bids for the repair of the docks, (10) The pilings for the boatyard were 
never ordered for the bulkhead, (11) PIC needs to update the website. 

 Old Business: 

• Paul Vera distributed the proposal for a JSC/Race Committee boat.  The 
total amount requested for the refit is $12,000.  He moved to temporarily 
suspend PAYC by-laws in regard to, and only for, the purpose of using 
Improvement Funds to refit About Time.  After discussion, Paul Vera 
withdrew his motions.  The recommendation was to have About Time 
inspected and get a multiple complete bids of all repairs to make About 
Time operational and safe.  When the inspection report and estimated costs 
are received, Paul will submit a new proposal and make a request for a 
Special Meeting.   

• Richard Hughes moved to:  1) Give sufficient 14-Day Notice to members of 
what will be discussed at the Special Meeting for the sole purpose of 
suspending the by-laws; 2) Discuss and take action on the expenditure of 
refitting About Time or replacing the club boat; and 3) Keep the motion 
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open for 90-days.  If no action is taken, then the proposal is null and void 
and no other action will be taken.  David Bradley moved that the 14-Day 
Notice to members to “amend, discuss and to take action on the by-laws 
and purchases be sent on October 1, 2019.  The Motions passed.   

• Chuck Devenzio reminded everyone that he is accepting nominees for 
Commodore and Secretary.  David Bradley will serve as Vice Commodore 
for another term.  Contact Chuck with questions and nominees. 

  New Business:   
• Judy Walters announced that she, Kelly Perez, and Kelly Johnston will be 

working on a fundraiser to defer some of the costs regarding repairs and 
purchases for JSC, clubhouse and/or the club boat and anything else needing 
repairs.  ROCK THE DOCK is scheduled at PAYC on April 25, 2020. 

 Special Meeting Results:   

The Special Meeting was held to approve spending $1,600 for the installation of 
the metal roof over the boat racks outside the boathouse.  Prior to the Special 
Meeting, the Commodore received a check in the sum of $800 to be applied to the 
installation of the metal roof over the boats racks, thereby leaving PAYC to pay the 
balance of $800.  A vote was taken and the expenditure of $800 was approved 
unanimously for the metal roof. 

Selling Sheet 
Description Name Photo Price Contact 
2000 Pathfinder 
w/1999 Yamaha 
PX 150 and 
trailer 

 

 

$14,999 Craig Bellaire 
409-543-2794 
cbcancnt@yahoo.com  
 

 

Education/Trivia/Items of Interest 
There Will be Blood…It’s the Mosquito’s World! 

One singular predator has done more to shape history than 
any other animal on the planet.  This titan has killed roughly 
half of all humans who ever lived.  As colonial domination 
played out over 2,000 years, generals and their cunning 
strategies were not the game changers; more was decided 
by the mosquito, ever abuzz in the background, ready to 
bite. 

Timothy C. Winegard writes in The Mosquito:  A Human 
History of Our Deadliest Predator that “an army of 110 trillion enemy mosquitoes 
patrol [almost] every inch of the globe.” 

The female mosquito can deliver about 15 diseases through her bite, malaria being 

mailto:cbcancnt@yahoo.com
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the most lethal.  After landing, the mosquito uses its serrated mandible cutting 
blades to saw through your skin, then stabs you with its proboscis and sucks out 
3-5 milligrams of blood.  The bite isn’t deadly; the diseases it can transmit are.  
Since 2000 the average annual number of human deaths caused by 
mosquito-borne illnesses is about 2 million.  In contrast, sharks kill about 10 
people per year. 

From Roman armies decimated by a “chronic malarial snowball effect” to 
revolutions in the United States and Haiti and in south Central America, it was the 
mosquito that was the undoing of the colonial powers.  Winegard contends that 
“the arc of history often bends not of our own will but through powerful forces at 
play in the world that are beyond human agency and control.”  Its soundtrack is 
that all-too-familiar buzzing sound. 

In southeast Texas, we are much too cognizant of the annoyance of this bugger! 
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