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Commodore’s Corner 
Commodore Russ Myers 
Hello everybody,  

I am happy to announce that PIC received a total of 
$1,900,000 from FEMA.  It will take about a month 
for the contracts to be finalized.  Fabrication on the 
floating docks and breakwater wall will then begin. 
The floating docks will be fabricated in MN; the 
breakwater will be fabricated in FL.  When sections 
of floating docks are fabricated, they will start 
shipping them to the marina. The piling will be 
installed by Shirley and Sons, the contractor that 
installed the marina bulkheads. Installation of the 
floating docks should start about the first of 2012. 

It is election time at PAYC, and several members 
have stepped up to serve as officer or board 
members for 2012. We will take nominations from 
the floor at the October general meeting for award 
nominations. The ballot for new officers and board 
members will appear in the November mainsheet. 

I hoped to have the gate operational by this time; 
however, we have an electrical problem in the 
metal conduit that is buried under the driveway. A 
new conduit needs to be buried and new wires 
installed before proceeding any further. 

Lastly, eight boats participated in our annual Island 
Cup Regatta on 24-Sep -- 3 in the Racers fleet, 3 
in the Cruisers fleet and 2 in the multihull fleet. 
Winners were Russ Myers (Racers), Ted Mahavier 
(Cruisers) and Ricky Richardson (Multihulls). 

Hope to see on the water. 

  

Boats and Their Owners 
How many PAYC boats can you match with owners? 
___ AfterMath a. Alan Aldredge 
___ Belle of the Ball b. Andy and Joyce Green 
___ Bitter End II c. Art Lynd 
___ Chamissa d. Bob and Judy Bailey 
___ Gulfwind e. Charlie Tweedel 
___ Jammin f. Chuck and Mare Devenzio 
___ Joy-Sea  g. Daniel Tatum 
___ Knee Deep h. Jim and Sarah Pearson 
___ Lily White i. Johnny Otto 
___ Odyssey j. K. O. Harlow 
___ Pooh Bear k. Ken Rutty 
___ Seahawk l. Steve Romeis 
___ Wenonah m. Ted Mahavier 

(Look for more matchings next month!) 
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OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
October 1 – Single-Handed Make-up 
October 8 – Fred Grund LDR #3 
October 11 – PAYC General and Board Meetings 
October 15,22,29 – Olympic #2 
October 15-16 – Cruise to PAYC South 
October 22-23 – Land Cruise to TX Renaissance Festival 
October 29 – Halloween/Island Party – Watch for emails! 

Port Arthur Yacht Club, 410 Pleasure Island Blvd., Port Arthur, TX  77640 
Website:  payc.us     Email:  payc@payc.us    Telephone:  409-356-6253 

PAYC MAINSHEET 
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A Tale of Two Circumnavigators 
Compiled by Carolyn Worsham 
It’s a small, small world unless you decide to circle 
it via sailboat.  That’s exactly what Terrell Adkisson 

and Bill Davis dreamed of doing, 
and they turned those dreams into 
reality.  Terrell, a southeast Texan 
with a slow drawl and dry wit, and 
Bill, an Australian whose heroism 
earned him the British Empire 
Medal in 1948, first crossed paths 

on Thursday Island off the most northeast tip of 
Australia in June of 1977.  In Terrell’s memoirs, he 
mentions Bill and his yacht NILA (Never In Lifetime 
Again) numerous times as NILA and Altair, Terrell’s 
Alberg 30, sailed from Thursday Island to Darwin 
to Mauritius to Durban and around Cape of Hope to 
Cape Town, South Africa, over an eight-month 
period.  They said their goodbyes in Cape Town in 
February 1978 with Bill remaining in port and 
Terrell continuing his journey, but during their 
exploits they became great friends. 

Fast forward to January, 1979, when Bill sailed into 
Port Arthur aboard NILA, and was met by Terrell.  
Bill motored up the canal the next day and tied up 
at Pat Leo’s Marina under the Rainbow Bridge 
where he stayed until November, 1979, spending 
his time “painting all of the houses in Port Arthur.”  
While Bill was in Port Arthur, Terrell gave him the 
spare dinghy that he [Terrell] had carried around 
the world as a back-up and never used.   

Bill completed his circumnavigation, returning to 
Sydney, and never sailed again; however, he got his 
pilot’s license when he was over the age of 70 – 

that, in itself, quite an accomplishment – and 
performed aerobatics in a Pitts Special.  Bill 
returned to Port Arthur in 1987 (not under sail) to 
visit Terrell and other friends. 

Terrell and Bill both departed this life – Terrell in 
2007 at the age of 79 and Bill in 2011 at the age of 
85 – but I [Carolyn] can just see them reliving the 
adventures they shared while fulfilling their “dream 
of a lifetime,” eternally enjoying favorable winds 
and calm seas. 

NOTE from Carolyn:  Thanks to John and Robin 
Moran of Killara, Australia, who contacted PAYC 
after Bill’s death.  Thanks also to Leo Singleton, 
Terrell’s nephew and crew for much of his journey, 
who helped me with some details.  Bill and I ran 
into Leo at Margaritaville in New Orleans in 
February – a story in itself!  Leo is having Terrell’s 
memoirs published.  Contact Leo 
(Leo.Singleton@charter.net) ASAP to reserve a copy 
($10-20 each).  I can tell you that it’s a great read 
for anyone with a nagging desire to strike out and 
realize a dream – or just wants to hear Terrell tell 
his tale with a wit that will never be cloned.   

History Lesson (Continued from Sep) 
Contributed by Pat Wood Jr. 

The Flame (leeward boat) was 
owned by Nicky Braun and 
Murphy Vaught in 1947-48 
(Andy Green might remember 
this).  I [Pat] owned the 
Buccaneer, a wooden-planked 
boat built by Ed Picton during 
WWll.  The Flame was quite a 
boat. John [Ardoin] mentioned 

Tom Ellis.  Mr. Ellis, Don Boring, Claude Holmes 
and I [Pat] went to New Orleans in '48 or '49 and 
sailed the Penquins at the Southern Yacht Club.  I 
met one of the Bludwoth family members there.  
The Luder-16 was quite a popular boat then, and 
the Flame had similar lines. 

Bill Davis 

NILA –Tasman Seabird Design 

mailto:Leo.Singleton@charter.net
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Honor Awards for 2011 
Honor Awards are presented annually to individuals 
who have gone beyond the call of duty in providing 
service to PAYC or distinguished themselves on the 
race course or in other club activities.  The criterion 
for each award is listed below.  If you would like to 
submit a name for honor award consideration, send 
the information to secretary@payc.us or attend the 
October general meeting and submit the name 
from the floor. 

Novice of the Year: Is a new sailor (less than one 
year as member of PAYC) promotes club activities; 
demonstrates improved sailing abilities.  

Yachtsman of the Year: Participates in many club 
activities; demonstrates sailing skills; gets along 
well with others; shows a willingness to accept 
leadership roles in promoting club activities.  

John Blair Memorial: Provides outstanding service 
to the club.  

Skipper of the Year - Vic Scalco Memorial: 
Participates in a majority of club races; displays 
good sportsmanship and a positive competitive 
attitude; demonstrates racing skills and abilities.  

Racing Crewperson of the Year: Crews in many 
races; demonstrates sail handling ability and skills; 
exhibits a positive attitude; demonstrates an ability 
to withstand the harsh atmosphere of a racing 
boat; returns to hone racing skills.  

Cruiser of the Year – Chilton O’Brien Memorial: 
Participates actively in the cruising program; 
promotes PAYC in the club and in other ports; is 
recognized as a sailor. 

Cruising Crewperson of the Year: Participates 
actively in the cruising program; exhibits a positive 
attitude toward the skipper; promotes PAYC in the 
club and in other ports.  

PAYC Officer Nominations for 2012 
Per PAYC By-Laws, Article VI, Sections C and D 

Nomination Committee:  Chuck Devenzio, Russ 
Myers, Art Lynd and Alan Aldredge  

Nominees Presented by Nomination Committee: 
  Commodore:  Paul Vera 
  Vice-Commodore:  Mike Wise 
  Secretary:   Wayne McEwen 
  Treasurer:   Alan Aldredge 
  Board:  Ken Rutty, Art Lynd, Steve Swanson, and 
  Scott Lambert 
  Trustee:  Bob Brammer 
Nominations may be made from the floor at the 
October general meeting with prior consent of the 
nominee. Nominations may be made … by mail 
directed to the Commodore provided such written 
nominations carry the signature of five (5) active 
members…. All nominations …shall be published in 
the November …Mainsheet. 

Island Cup Olympic #1Regatta 
24-Sep 
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Thanks to all who responded to the request for 
updated roster information! 

Cruising 
Mike Wise 
The Beaumont Riverfront Park Cruise turned into a 
Beaumont Yacht Club Cruise due to renovations at 
the park.  Three boats made the journey up the 
river to BYC as well as a few drive-ups.  It was a 
great night with a great band!  Paul Morgan and 
BYC were great hosts to PAYC.  We might have to 
make this a regular cruise. 

We are winding down the year with only three 
slated cruises left.  One of those is a land cruise 
that is gaining a lot of momentum for attendance. 

First, on Oct 15-16 PAYC North is taking a little trip 
down to PAYC South.  Translated, that means if 
your boat is in the Pleasure Island Marina, we take 
a cruise down to the Sabine Pass Port Authority 
Marina for the night.  We took several trips there in 
the spring and enjoyed some great dock parties.  It 
is only $36/night for a slip with power and water.  
The Skippers’ Meeting after breakfast on Saturday, 
15-Oct, at 0930. 

Next, on Oct 22-23 is the land cruise to the Texas 
Renaissance Festival for Pirate Adventure weekend.  
Meet up at the Sea Devil Tavern in the AM and 
venture from there.  For more information check 
out: http://www.texrenfest.com.   I send an email 
with more information a little closer to the date. 

Last, on Nov 12 is the Moonlight Cruise, the last 
scheduled cruise of the year.  Just because this is 
all that is on the calendar does not mean that 
sailing for the year is over!  Some want to make 
another Sabine Pass Lighthouse trip.  The weather 
is finally starting to cool a little, and that is the 
prime time for some overnights out on the water.  
Keep an eye out for email blasts, or better yet, 
spend some quality time on your boat.  You never 
know what might happen on any weekend at PAYC! 

Be sure and check out the PAYC Facebook page for 
pictures of cruises, socials, races and good times. 

See ya’ on the water… 

Message from the Treasurer 
Alan Aldredge 
I have received several questions about the 
statements that were recently mailed.  Due to 
technical issues, I did not mail the April billing for 
members who are paying initiation fees and the 
July billing for all members was delayed until the 
first week in August.  This caused members who 
are paying initiation fees to receive a statement 
with a larger than normal amount (April initiation 
fee + July initiation fee + July membership dues).  
Please treat the “Amount Due” as a current balance.  
There is a possibility that some payments from this 
year were not posted, so please verify that all 
payments show on your statement.  Please leave a 
message on the Club's voicemail (409-356-6253) 
or email me at treasurer@payc.us if you have any 
questions or concerns. 

The quarterly October billing for initiation fees will 
be mailed after the October meeting.   

The Board authorized sending certified letters to 
members who are more than $300 past due to 
clean up our membership rolls.  If you received a 
letter and feel that the letter was sent in error, 
please contact me or any Board member so we can 
correct addresses or research discrepancies.  

Junior Sailing 
Paul Vera - 409-963-3525 

The junior sailor of the year has been selected, and 
the parents of the young sailor have been 
contacted.  Next year will be a difficult year for 
junior sailing as the new docks will reduce our 
sailing area by more than half. It will also be 
challenging to hold the Mardi Gras Youth Regatta 
amidst the marina construction. We’ve dealt with 
worse issues, however, so we should be OK. 

http://www.texrenfest.com/
mailto:treasurer@payc.us
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Racing 
Paul Vera - 409-963-3525 

Get ready because there is a lot of racing scheduled 
for October.  

Oct 1   Single Handed Make-Up (1000 mtg.) 

Oct 8   Fred Grund LDR #3 (1000 mtg.) 

Oct 15,22,29  Olympic #3 (1400 mtg.)  

Races scheduled for the remainder of the year are 
listed in the minutes on p. 6. 

Congrats to PAYC’S newest race committee boat, 
My Lu Eze.  Thank you Ronnie and Songa 
Gremillion for volunteering its use.  Mike Wise ran 
the Island Cup Olympic #1 and did a very good job. 
Hopefully everybody had fun.  (See the race results 
on p. 6). . 

We have had a lot of fun this year, and there is still 
more fun to be had! 

Race/Cruise Awards (Cumulative) 
Award Points as of 27-Aug 

Top Gun Award – Russ Myers (13), Ken Rutty (18), 
Paul Vera (24), Robert Latimer (43), Martin Novich 
(47), John Ardoin (48) 

Best of the Cruising Fleet – Greg Lynd (16), Art 
Lynd (21), Steve Romeis (29), Chuck Devenzio (30), 
Ted Mahavier (33),Bob Brammer (34), Mike Gill (40) 

Danny Murphy Award – Russ Myers (45.5), Ken 
Rutty (32), Greg Lynd (29), Paul Vera (26.5), Art 
Lynd (16.5), Ted Mahavier (15), Steve Romeis (8), 
Chuck Devenzio (5.5), Robert Latimer (5), John 
Ardoin (3), Martin Novich (2), Bob Brammer (1.5), 
Mike Gill (0.5), Ricky Richardson (1), Daniel Tatum 
(0.5) 

Best of the Multihulls – Ricky Richardson (1), Daniel 
Tatum (0.5) 

Survive a Capsizing – Safety Tips 
From USPS Compass – September 2011 

Practicing good seamanship can reduce your risk of 
capsizing; however, if your boat overturns, here are 
tips for you and your passengers. 

• Stay with the boat. Never swim away unless the 
boat is heading directly toward a hazard.  

• Take a head count and signal for rescue if 
possible. 

• If the boat is small enough, try to right it and 
bail it out. If you can’t right the boat, hang onto 
it. Try to get as much of your body as possible 
out of the water and onto the hull, where you 
will be less susceptible to hypothermia.  

• If you are separated from the boat, grab onto 
anything that floats, including coolers, oars, 
seat cushions and extra life jackets.  

• Leave your clothes and shoes on. Shoes or 
waders filled with water don’t affect your ability 
to stay afloat, and they conserve body heat.  

• If you are wearing a life jacket, bring your arms 
and legs to your chest to conserve body heat. If 
you’re not wearing a life jacket, float on your 
back and move your arms and legs only when 
necessary to conserve energy and body heat. 

• When the rescue boat arrives, let it approach 
you; avoid the stern (propeller) and the bow. 

• If thrown a line, wrap it around your chest 
under your arms and secure with a knot. 
Rescue personnel will tell you what to do next. 

Race/Cruise Results 
Results of Island Cup Olympic #2 

Racers – Russ Myers (1), Ken Rutty (2), Paul Vera (3) 

Cruisers – Ted Mahavier (1), Greg Lynd (2), Art Lynd 
(3) 

Multihulls – Ricky Richardson (1), Daniel Tatum (2) 
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Minutes for September 13, 2011 
Board Attendees:  Russ Myers, Paul Vera, Ricky 
Richardson, Mike Wise, Alan Aldredge  
Member Attendees:  Bob Brammer, Ted Mahavier, 
Bill Worsham, Chuck Devenzio, John Ardoin, Craig 
Bellaire, Daniel Tatum, Scott Lambert, Ken Rutty, 
Butch Neely, Wayne McEwen 

Treasurer’s Report:  (Email secretary@payc.us.)  
Alan Aldredge reported billing has gone out.  
Contact him if payments have not been posted. 

Membership:  The following members have 
resigned in good standing:   Jerry & Charlotte 
Singleton, Michael & Dianne Holmes, Bud Byram.  
The following members resigned in bad standing: 
Ed Bush, Donna McBride, Ed Wiltz.  The following 
members were terminated: John & Cheryl Sheppard, 
Kevin Thibeault, Britt Hartford, Glen & Brandie 
Fontenot.  The following members have been sent 
certified letters: K.D. Amick, Eugene Brennan, 
Kenneth Dorris, Donovan Garrett, Jerry Melancon, 
Yogi Milsap, Michael Wilson, and Timothy Storbeck. 

Harbormaster:  Watch for washouts near the hoist. 

Racing:  Paul Vera reported 18-mile race didn’t 
happen because of Hurricane Lee.   

Date Event Skippers’ Mtg. 

Sep 24 Island Cup Olympic #2 1000 

Oct 1 Single-handed 1000 

Oct 15,22,29 Olympic #3 1400 

Oct 8 Fred Grund LD 1000 

Nov 5 Solo Make-up 1000 

Nov 8 Full Moon #2 1800 

Dec 3 Last Race of Year 1000 

Jan 1 Marvin Campbell 1000 

Junior Sailing:  Prams will be going into the storage 
area for the fall/winter season.  Dr. Hood donated 
2 boats to Junior Sailing.  The Mardi Gras regatta 
was set for February 18-19, 2012. 

House and Grounds:  Russ added Freon to the AC 
unit for the TV room and volunteered to fix the 
drain on the other unit.  Chuck and Marilee 
Devenzio scrubbed the clubhouse floors.  
Reminder: ‘Bout Time motor needs to be left in the 
down position while parked so the water can drain 
out of the propeller recess. 

Cruising:  Mike Wise stated the lighthouse cruise 
participants had a great time.  The 18-Mile 
Lighthouse Cruise was cancelled due to Hurricane 
Lee.  Oct 15-16 is the PAYC South Cruise; slips are 
available for $36 a night. Bring something for the 
grill.  A land cruise is scheduled for Oct 22-23 
(Pirate Weekend at the Texas Renaissance Festival). 

Socials:  A Light the Pit is scheduled after Olympic 
#2 on Saturday, September 24. 

Old Business:  The power at the gate was cut. When 
power is restored, the actuator will be ordered. 

New Business:  The Nomination Committee 
presented its officer slate. (See p. 3 for nominees.) 

Island Cup Olympic #1 Regatta 
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Name 
Port Arthur Yacht Club, Inc. 
410 Pleasure Island Blvd.  
Port Arthur, TX  77640 

Telephone 
409-356-6253  

Email 
payc@payc.us  

Officers 
Russ Myers, Commodore 

Chuck Devenzio, Rear Commodore 
Paul Vera, Vice Commodore 
Ricky Richardson, Secretary 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 

 

PAYC is on the Web! 

Visit us at: 
http://payc.us 

Motto 
PAYC – The Fun Spot of 

Southeast Texas 

Port Arthur Yacht Club 
410 Pleasure Island Blvd. 
Port Arthur, TX  77640 
 

 Board of Directors:  
Larry Lognion, Mike Wise, Mark Feeney, Steve Swanson, and 

Art Lynd (Past Commodore) 

Trustees:  
Ken Rutty, Bob Brammer, and Carolyn Worsham 

Harbormaster:  
Russ Myers (Acting) 

Mainsheet/Website:  
Carolyn Worsham 

Reserving the PAYC Clubhouse (Members Only): 
Email clubhouse@payc.us or contact a club officer. Visit payc.us for a 

reservation application after the date is cleared. 

Next General/Board Meeting:  
Tuesday, October 11, 2011, 1900, PAYC Clubhouse 

Board Meeting immediately follows the General Meeting. 

Request a PAYC Roster: 
Email roster@payc.us. 

Mainsheet Delivery: 
Email mainsheet@payc.us or contact the PAYC Secretary to move from 

USPO delivery to email delivery or vice versa. 
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