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Commodore’s Corner 
Commodore Russ Myers 
Hello everybody,  

This will be my last article as commodore. I want to 
start by thanking all of my chairpersons for a great 
job: Sonja Gremillion, our social chair person, Mike 
Wise, our cruising chairperson, and Paul Vera, our 
racing chairperson. I also want to recognize 
Carolyn Worsham for the great job she has done on 
the Mainsheet publication every month.  And last 
but not least, I want to thank the membership for 
all of their support.  

If you did not attend our last general meeting, I 
compared our accounts from November 2010 to 
November 2011. We are continuing to recover and 
we have a $6000 increase in our checking from this 
time last year. I feel we will be in even better 
financial condition this time next year. 

Now for the marina.  In my last conversation with 
Jimmy Dike, he mentioned that he contacted 
ShoreMasters to see what the schedule looks like 
for the delivery of the floating docks. ShoreMasters 
stated that with the holiday season upon us, the 
floating docks should begin to arrive at the end of 
January. It will take approximately three months to 
complete the installation. 

Hope to see you on the water. 

 

 

Race/Cruise Awards (Cumulative) 
Award Points as of 29-Nov-12 

Top Gun Award – Russ Myers (16), Ken Rutty (25), 
Paul Vera (33), Robert Latimer (57), Martin Novich 
(61), John Ardoin (62) 
Best of the Cruising Fleet – Greg Lynd (16), Art 
Lynd (21), Steve Romeis (29), Chuck Devenzio (30), 
Ted Mahavier (33), Bob Brammer (34), Mike Gill (40) 

Danny Murphy Award – Russ Myers (53.5), Ken 
Rutty (36), Greg Lynd (29), Paul Vera (28), Art Lynd 
(16.5), Ted Mahavier (15.5), Steve Romeis (8), 
Chuck Devenzio (5.5), Robert Latimer (5), John 
Ardoin (3), Ricky Richardson (3), Martin Novich (2), 
Bob Brammer (1.5), Daniel Tatum (1.5), Mike Gill 
(0.5)  

Best of the Multihulls – Ricky Richardson (1), Daniel 
Tatum (0.5) 
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DECEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
December 3 – Race Make-up Date 
December 10 – Tree Trimming Party/White Elephant 
December 13 -  PAYC General and Board Meetings 
December 31 – New Year’s Even 

Port Arthur Yacht Club, 410 Pleasure Island Blvd., Port Arthur, TX  77640 
Website:  payc.us     Email:  payc@payc.us    Telephone:  409-356-6253 
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Risk Control - Planning Ahead 
Excerpts from a paper by Bill Worsham 

Dr. Anne Allen (2000) maintains a website that 
solicits injury reports from sailors.  She contends 
that the sailing athlete often requires as much 
fitness, muscular strength, and endurance as 
athletes who participate in land-based sports.  The 
lack of attention given to physical training by the 
weekend sailor compared to a professional often 
increases the likelihood of tissue injury and 
overload.  Dr.  Allen says that the most common 
injuries on larger yachts involve the spine and the 
extremities.  Dinghy racers have problems with the 
quadriceps and knee mechanism. 

The yacht-racing skipper must not only be mindful 
of the fitness of the crew but also be vigilant in 
preventing accidents, especially keeping the crew 
on board.  A study covering 30 years including 
these findings: 

• Collisions, lifeline failures, slipping, and 
accidental jibes were the most common reasons 
for going overboard. 

• Every position on the boat is susceptible. 

• The likelihood of falling overboard is 8 times 
greater at night. 

• There is a high incidence of falling overboard 
before or after a race when the crew is less 
vigilant. 

• The most common result of falling overboard 
was death. 

• Injuries included hypothermia, broken collar 
bones, broken teeth, and rope burns. 

• 40% of the sailors who went overboard were 
wearing PFDs. 

• 2 of the 9 fatalities were wearing PFDs. 

Yacht racing is dangerously exhilarating, but “the 
sea is an unforgiving mistress who is impatient 
with the careless.” 

Junior Sailing 
Paul Vera - 409-963-3525 

It’s happening again!  The Mardi Gras Youth regatta 
will be held on Feb 18-19, 2012.  Man, it seems 
like just yesterday that we got through with the last 
one.  We had right at 60 sailors last year and 
hopefully we will have the same number or more 
this year.  Once again we need everybody to lend a 
hand. This is a very big undertaking, and we need 
everybody’s help. 

Please watch for more information. 

Thanksgiving Social 
Carolyn Worsham 
One of the newer PAYC traditions is a Thanksgiving 
Dinner Social prior to the November general 
meeting.  In addition to the great food and 
fellowship enjoyed by all, it also tends to 
encourage more PAYC members to turn in ballots 
for officers and award recipients. 

 

Among those who attended the social and general 
meeting this year were Russ Myers, Paul Vera, Ricky 
Richardson, Alan Aldredge, Mike Wise and Ettie, 
Steve and Julie Swanson, Art and Annette Lynd, Bob 
Brammer, Ted Mahavier, Chuck and Marilee 
Devenzio, John and Ginger Ardoin, Daniel Tatum, 
Butch Neely, Scott Lambert, Greg Lynd, Ruth Hoyle, 
Rick Hughes, Johnny Otto, Bill and Carolyn 
Worsham, Ronnie and Songa Gremillion, Steve 
Romeis, Wayne MeEwen and date, and Dr. Mike 
Amsden. 

If you missed it, you missed a great time! 
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Living the Dream in a Small World 
Compiled from emails, word-of-mouth, etc. 

First, a little background information is needed.  

Bud and Judy Iles joined PAYC in the late ‘70s.  
Their first boat was a Snipe that was given to them 
by Chuck and Marilee Devenzio.  After teaching in 
the US for several years, Bud and Judy resigned 
from PAYC and moved overseas where they taught 
for many years.  They now live in Malta.  Bob and 
Judy Bailey are PAYC cruising members who joined 
in 1983.  After much preparation, they sailed 
across the Atlantic about 10 years ago on Pooh 
Bear, a Westsail 32 that Bob built from a bare hull.  
They cruised the Mediterranean, the canals of 
France, and the British Isles for seven years.  For 
the last two years they have enjoyed life in a marina 
in Alanya, a beach resort in Pamphylia, Turkey. 

The short story is that John Ardoin realized the two 
couples would be in close proximity this winter as 
Bob and Judy headed east in anticipation of an 
Atlantic crossing in late 2012.  John provided 
contact info via email, and last word was a planned 
rendezvous.  Even though the couples didn’t know 
each other as PAYC members, they expressed 
gratitude to John for getting them together. 

 
(A) Malta, an archipelago off the Northern Africa coast  

(B) Ragusa, on the island of Sicily 

The longer story is of a horrific storm experienced 
by Bob and Judy in Vlicho Bay, a normally ideal 
storm hole on Lefkas Island off the west coast of 
Greece.  Here is Bob’s account of the storm:   

In about 5 seconds we were laid on beam’s end, 
mast head in the water.  Water filled the cockpit 

sometimes submerging Judy until only the top of 
her head was visible.  In 20-30 seconds the wind 
eased, still an incredible shrieking sound, and 
Pooh recovered maybe 20 degrees allowing Judy 
to catch her breath.  Then another blast flattened 
us.  This cycled was repeated three times.  After 
about 2 minutes the wind became a little more 
reasonable, Pooh was back on her feet, and we 
were securely anchored although 560 feet NE of 
where we had been.  The cockpit was swept 
virtually clean as was much of the cabin top and 
deck gear.  Three lines were swept off the cabin 
top and wrapped in the prop; the washboards and 
one of our fitted cushions were gone; the wind 
generator pole was bent; and there was damage to 
the stern pulpit and boomkin.  Below was chaos.  
Water had poured through the companionway 
hatch in a torrent once the washboards were 
swept away.  Books and papers on the starboard 
fell into the water in spite of restraining bungees 
and boards.  The computer on the chart table 
came loose from its mounting and crashed into 
the sodden mess (taking part of mahogany rail 
with it).  All port side lockers, with Judy's clothes 
and supplies, were flooded as was the port 
extension berth and Judy's berth. 

The physical damage to Pooh Bear is peanuts 
compared to what could have been.  It was a 
miracle that Judy maintained her grip on that 
stanchion in spite of water almost over her head.  I 
was on the companionway ladder, actually 
standing on the bar in front of the stove and could 
do nothing to reach her.  Had she lost her grip, 
she would have been swept into the water and 
chances of recovery very poor.  We were lucky.  

Bob and Judy spent the next two months in Gouvia 
Marina on the Greek island of Corfu while the 
damage to Pooh Bear was repaired.  They plan to 
return to the States (by air) in mid-January and will 
visit Port Arthur for a short time. 

[Ed.’s Note:  Perhaps we can all get together in January.  Bill 
contends Bob and Judy have grown younger while cruising!] 
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By-Law Changes Under Consideration 
In May the Board appointed Alan Aldredge, Chuck 
Devenzio, and Carolyn Worsham to formulate 
possible changes to the PAYC By-Laws.  Changes to 
these paragraphs are being considered.  To provide 
input, please contact a committee member.   

• XI-A-3,4:  Change the way Honorary Memberships 
are chosen. 

• IV-B-4a:  Change initiation dues billing interval to a 
semi-annual basis and change the billing date to 
the end of the month. 

• VII-A:  Change initial dues payments for new 
members from a tiered to flat amount. 

• VIII-E:  Change the process by which Club By-Laws 
are modified. 

• XVI-A:  Change the notification process for 
members who are delinquent in payment. 

The current By-Laws can be found on the PAYC 
website.  The changes being considered are not 
ready for publication; they are in early draft form.  

Racing 
Paul Vera - 409-963-3525 

I have finally decided to step down as PAYC’s race 
officer.  After many years of changes and tweaks to 
our race program, it’s time for me to go. We have a 
program with race rules that govern how we do 
things and are written down and are posted in our 
Mainsheet. We have a Scorer and a Ratings 
Committee of three members to handle PHRF 
numbers and other things that might come up 
during the year. We have proper equipment to run 
races and the proper places to store all of it. 

To those who sat through the many hours of race 
management classes at HYC and Austin YC, I thank 
you. To the rest of you who have helped me, thank 
you very much. I hope that you will support our 
race program and continue to give your support to 
our new Club Race Chairman Russ Myers. 

We still have some racing yet, so please look at the 
calendar.  

Cruising 
Mike Wise – Cruising Director for 2011 
The full moon race/cruise in November turned out 
to be high winds and a bad time of year for 
attendance.  Needless to say it was cancelled. That 
being the last scheduled event under the cruising 
events, we brought the 2011 cruising to a close. 

It has been a great year of sailing, cruising, 
socializing, and racing for the club.  Looking back 
on the year we had some great times and great 
sailing.  Don’t let the fact that we have reached the 
end of the calendar for the year and for cruising 
keep you off of the water.  On any given weekend 
there is always someone ready to hoist the sails for 
a day on the water.  The more boats out there, the 
more fun it is for everyone.  We have had a few 
impromptu voyages that have resulted in great 
times and great memories. 

Now is the time of year to get some of those boat 
projects completed and ready for another year of 
cruising PAYC-style.  Be looking for the 2012 
calendar in the Mainsheet soon.   

As always, be sure and check out the PAYC 
Facebook page for pictures of cruises, socials, 
races and good times at PAYC 

See ya’ on the water… 

Flotsam and Jetsam 
Carolyn Worsham 

Watch your email for details about upcoming 
socials – the Tree Trimming on 03-Dec and New 
Year’s Eve Party on 31-Dec. 

Thanks to Alan Aldredge, Mike Wise, and Bill 
Worsham for righting Daniel Tatum’s Hobie Cat 
after a freakish storm with winds up to 47 mph on 
Saturday, 16-Nov, lifted it from the trailer.  Daniel 
was enjoying a weekend in Las Vegas and should 
be happy he didn’t see Knee Deep with her nose 
down!  
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Minutes for November 8, 2011 
Board Attendees:  Russ Myers, Paul Vera, Ricky 
Richardson, Alan Aldredge, Mike Wise, Art Lynd  
Member Attendees:  (See Thanksgiving Social.)  

Treasurer’s Report:  (Email secretary@payc.us.)   

Membership:  Farley Fontenot submitted his 
resignation (in good standing). 

Harbormaster:  There is a reported delay on the 
Floating Docks. The cleanout station and the fuel 
docks may be ready in a couple of months.  
Member’s choices for slip assignments have been 
received.  If you have not sent in your selection for 
a slip assignment in the floating docks on B, C, or 
D row, you need to submit those requests to our 
Harbor Master Russ Myers. 

Racing:  Paul Vera reported the Olympic Regattas 
are complete with Russ Myers taking a first 
followed by Ken Rutty and Paul Vera for the last 
race series.  A Full Moon Race is scheduled for 12-
Nov with the Skippers’ meeting at 1800. The Last 
Race of the Year is scheduled for 03-Dec with the 
Skippers’ meeting at 1000.  The Marvin Campbell 
has been changed to 07-Jan-12 with the Skippers’ 
meeting at 1000.   

Junior Sailing:  Mardi Gras is scheduled for Feb 18-
19.  Volunteers are needed. 

House and Grounds:  The vote for the gate opener 
was unopposed. 

Cruising:  No report. 

Socials:  The Awards Banquet in January is slated 
for a Movie Star Costume Party.  Songa will be 
looking for some volunteers to help decorate. 

Safety:  There is still washout around the hoist. 

Old Business:  None. 

New Business:  The newly elected officers and 
board members are: 

Paul Vera:  Commodore 
Mike Wise:  Vice Commodore 
Alan Aldredge:  Treasurer 
Wayne McEwen:  Secretary 
Board:  Ken Rutty, Art Lynd, Steve Swanson, and 
Scott Lambert 
Trustee:  Bob Brammer 

Alan produced suggestions from the bylaws 
committee for changes.  After a modification of his 
suggestions the changes will be resubmitted for a 
vote from the membership. 

Memories from 1991 

 
PAYC Awards Banquet 1991 

(Top) – Charter Member Danny and Pat Murphy;  
(Middle) Bobby Riggs and friends;  

(Bottom) Charter Member Lowry and Dot Freeman  
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Name 
Port Arthur Yacht Club, Inc. 
410 Pleasure Island Blvd.  
Port Arthur, TX  77640 

Telephone 
409-356-6253  

Email 
payc@payc.us  

Officers for 2012 
Paul Vera, Commodore 

Rear Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 

Wayne McEwen, Secretary 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 

 

PAYC is on the Web! 

Visit us at: 
http://payc.us 

Motto 
PAYC – The Fun Spot of 

Southeast Texas 

Port Arthur Yacht Club 
410 Pleasure Island Blvd. 
Port Arthur, TX  77640 
 

 Board of Directors for 2012:  
Ken Rutty, Daniel Tatum, Art Lynd, Steve Swanson, and 

Russ Myers (Past Commodore) 

Trustees (with Term Expiration Year):  
Carolyn Worsham (‘12), Ken Rutty (’13), and Bob Brammer (‘14), 

Honorary Memberships:  
John and Ginger Ardoin (Charter Member) 

Jim and Beth Kincaid 
Gary and Pam King  

Jack and Jo Ann Moser 
Pat and Susie O’Quinn 

 Harbormaster:  Mainsheet/Website: 
 Russ Myers  Carolyn Worsham 

Reserving the PAYC Clubhouse (Members Only): 
Email clubhouse@payc.us or contact a club officer.  

Next General/Board Meeting:  
Tuesday, December 13, 2011, 1900, PAYC Clubhouse 

Request a PAYC Roster: 
Email roster@payc.us. 
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